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Tranquillity 
By Dorothy Conant Stroud 


GOD wants me in this far land, 
Then here shall I remain; 
Approval of the Lord is worth 
Far more than worldly gain. 
If circumstances seem too much 
For my weak soul to bear, 
I- turn to Him, and rest upon 
His boundless love and care; 
That One who sees the sparrow’s fall 
Will surely care for me, 
And in my weariness and pain 
He gives tranquillity. 


iy 


“Touch Not” 


Sin and error gain entrance to the 
heart in very subtle ways. Therefore 
we are warned throughout Scripture to 
avoid the first touch. God made rigid 
laws for Israel so that they might be a 
clean people, separated unto Himself. 
The Israelites were not to marry peo- 
ple of heathen nations, “for they will 
turn away thy son from following me, 
that they may serve other gods,” sajd 
the Lord (Deut. 7:4). After the rebel- 
lion of Dathan and Abiram, Moses said 
to the congregation, “Depart, I pray you, 
from the tents of these wicked men, and 
touch nothing of their’s, lesteye be con- 
sumed in all their sins’ (Num. 16:26). 
Joshua warned against mixed marriages, 
saying, if Israel persisted in them, “Know 


for a certainty that the Lord your God 


will no more drive out any of these . 


nations from before you; but they shall 
be snares and traps unto you, and 
scourges in your sides, and thorns in 
your eyes, until ye perish from off this 
good land which the Lord your God 
hath given you” (Josh, 23:13). How 
much heartache young people would be 
spared if they would read, understand, 
and heed God’s warnings and command- 
ments, realizing that He is not a hard 
Master, but has given His command- 
ments for our good! Through Isaiah 
God reminded the people that they 
“went down aforetime into Egypt to so- 
journ there; and the Assyrian oppressed 
them without cause” (Isa. 52:4); but 
then He set before them all the blessings 
they might have if they would hear 
and obey Him, and cried out to them, 
“Depart ye, depart ye, go ye out from 
thence, touch no unclean thing; go ye 
out of the midst of her; be ye clean, 
that bear the vessels of the Lord” (Isa. 
52:11). This appears to be the text to 
which the Apostle Paul referred when 
he asked, “What agréement hath the 
temple of God with idols?” and said, 
“Wherefore come out from among them, 
and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 


and touch not the unclean thing; and | 
will receive you, and will be a Father 
unto you, and ye shal] be my sons and 
daughters, saith the Lord Almighty” (2 
Cor. 6:16-18). Note the great promise 
here, that God will be a Father to those 
who separate themselves from sin and 
error unto Him. For His own sovereign 
and mysterious reasons, God has decreed 
that we must choose between good and 
evil; but the instant we have cast our 
vote on the side of Christ and righteous- 
ness, He is there by His Holy Spirit to 
strengthen us and give us victory. He 
sometimes allows us to take the first step 
in the right direction by “blind faith,” 
as it were, that we may prove that we 
really love Him. For the believer He 
goes even further, touching and strength- 
ening the will: “For it is God which 
worketh in you both to will and to do of 
his good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13). There- 
fore let us be on our guard against the 
first curious look toward sin or any 
compromising association with error, 
that we may indeed be “blameless and 
harmless, the sons of God, without re- 
buke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation, among whom ye shine 
as lights in the world; holding forth 
the word of life” (Phil. 2:15, 16). 
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The Expanding Ministry of Tracts 


By Ernest Gordon 


HILE Miss Ridderhof and her 
W associates are pushing their God- 
given work of supplying Gospel 
records to the illiterate world-over, new 
individuals and groups have arisen to 
provide the Gospel in printed form to 
readers in all lands. I can briefly re- 
port on three, each of whose ministry 
is outstanding. 
The Bible Meditation League is not, 
as some might think from the name, 
quietist in character. To Bible study 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“And if any man sin, we have 
an advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ, the righteous” (1 John 2:1). 




















it adds tract evangelism in a notable 
degree. The _ following illustrations 
come from its August monthly report. 

“Robert Cook of Youth for Christ In- 
ternational writes with gratitude of the 
League’s promise to undertake the print- 
ing of the message of salvation for four- 
teen million Hindus gathering in India 
in January and February. That means 
an expenditure of $17,500! At the an- 
nual meeting of the League, Mr. Weath- 
erley described the work already done 
and that needing to be done: 

“Some months ago I wrote to Dr. 
Falkenberg, “Will you help us? We want 
to go to Allahabad to work among the 
pilgrims at the Mela.” He sent us the 
funds to print a hundred thousand copies 
of “I Was a Prisoner of Japan.” We de- 
livered them to the Youth for Christ 
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director gnd Joseph Black of the Ori- 
ental Missionary Society. After they 
had been distributed I went into a sec- 
tion where the Sadhus or religious 
teachers were, more than five thousand 
of whom had no clothes on whatsoever. 
They had completely renounced any- 
thing of comfort in order to find peace 
with God. It was the coldest time of 
the year. One told us in slate writing 
that for nine years he had been stand- 
ing and had not spoken audibly—all in 
order to find peace. Asked if he had 
found peace he wrote on his slate, “Sir, 
do you think I would continue, if I had?” 
What breaks your heart is the awful 
fear of death which haunts these peo- 
ple.’” 

From Robert Rice in Korea comes 
word: “It’s heartening to kn@w that 
you are planning another year’s help 
with ‘The Heart of Pak.’ It is amazing 
how hungry and eager and seeking many 
are in this land. Everett Swanson, with 
a Korean interpreter, had crowds with 
a total attendance of 60,000 in ten days’ 
Seoul meetings. ‘The Heart of Pak’ is 
the main booklet being used in a house- 
to-house, city-wide visitation.” To pro- 
vide this booklet next year means an 
outlay of $12,000 for printing it in Korea. 

Douglas Cozart of the Navigators has 
been showing “Dust or Destiny” to 14,- 
274 high school students in Seoul and 
1,784 responded to the appeals. Enough 
copies of the “Heart of Pak” were pro- 
vided by Bob Rice for these students. 

“A request for permission to print 
‘Christ of the Korean Heart’ in Braille 
has been given. What a blessing it will 
be! Mrs. Phoebe Elliott in Berlin sends 
an SOS call for 500 Gospels of John in 
English for meetings held for army boys. 
‘We could use many thousands in Ger- 
man also.’ A few days before, we had 
shipped a thousand complete Bibles for 
the military in Japan, Korea, and Guam.” 

Typical is the following letter from a 
young Greek air steward: 

“The Lord saved me five years ago 
in a wonderful way, as all the Lord’s 
doings are wonderful. I’ve been wit- 
nessing for Jesus in open-air meetings, 
from house to house, on the planes to 
passengers and crews, as well as at the 
hotels and transit stations by giving out 
tracts. I wonder if you could send your 
wonderful tracts free up to 5,000 in 
Greek and as many in Turkish; also 
Testaments and Gospels in Greek, He- 
brew, Turkish, and Arabic. The night 
is fast approaching when no man can 
work. Christos Shiakallis.” 

Such is the barest sample of this. work 
with headquarters in Columbus, Ohio. 

Then there is Mr. John Ferguson (of 
710 Farwell Building, Detroit 26), who 
gave up his legal profession to engage 
in tract distribution. He now prints in 
forty languages and distributes in a 
hundred. “There is seldom a passing 
day but we hear of those who have 
been genuinely born again through 
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reading in their own language our pow- 
erful, soul-winning booklets and tracts 
such as ‘The Reason Why,’ by R. L. 
Laidlaw, ‘God’s Way of Salvation,’ by 
Alexander Marshall, and ‘Safety, Cer- 
tainty and Enjoyment,’ by George Cut- 
ting. We print our booklets and tracts 
in very large editions, frequently a mil- 
lion leaflets at a time.” 

While Communists are flooding India 
with literature, Mr. Ferguson sends 800 
parcels of Gospel booklets. thither 
monthly, supplying all of its major cities. 
“Many are the university students who 
have come to know Christ through ‘The 
Reason Why,’ which we have supplied 
in quantity to the universities of India. 
In Siam our literature is being distrib- 
uted in the most isolated villages; also 
in every major city in Malaya from Sin- 
gapore to the Chinese border. A year 
before the Communists entered Indo- 
China we shipped 25,000 tracts to that 
land in French, which were distributed 
by missionaries in the four provinces. 

“We have shipped 250,000 tracts and 
booklets into Formosa for Chinese vil- 
lagers and Chiang Kai-shek’s troops. 
Among those blessedly saved was a 
colonel, through reading ‘The Sinner’s 
Friend.’ We have printed several mil- 
lion tracts in Japanese. The fruit has 
been remarkable. We have also pro- 
vided the workers in the Hawaiian 
Islands with literature in many lan- 
guages. We have sent our literature 
into hundreds of the Philippine Islands, 
printing our tracts in Tagalog, the 
national language, and in Cebuano, 50,000 
at a time. 

“In Buenos Aires there are 87 Assem- 
blies of the Brethren as the result of the 
ministry of Messrs. Hamilton, Lear, Airth, 
and Williams. These men of God have 
also written tracts which we have pub- 
lished, 300,000 at a printing, and sent 
for distribution by missionaries in lit- 
erally every Spanish-speaking country 
of Central and South America and the 
West Indies. Our booklets in Portu- 
guese, such as “The Gospel Explained,’ 
by Arthur Ingleby, missionary for forty 
years in Portugal, have been tremen- 
dously in demand. We recently sent 
40,000 of our Portuguese booklets and 
tracts to a missionary convention in 
Brazil, whence they went out to the 
remotest outstations. We supply Fred- 
erick Glass, grand old man of Gospel 
effort in Brazil, for distribution by his 
colporteurs. Among these are air pilots 
who visit towns and villages with 
Christian literature. Diamond miners, 
ranchers, and farmers on Brazil’s fur-. 
thest frontiers are thus getting the Gos- 
pel.” 

(Here is a picture of this ministry 
in operation. An aviator writes: 

“One aspect of my job is that of hop- 
ping from house to house, village to 
village, when flying ah empty homeleg 
or other stretch, and dropping handfuls 
of leaflets, or Gospels, over each place 
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with a prayer that many in those iso- 
lated spots, where other means of dis- 
tribution are impracticable, may read 
and believe. A pastor in Goias, the most 
central state of Brazil, writes: ‘Chil- 
dren formerly played at broncho-bust- 
ing, gunning, getting drunk. The most 
popular game by far now is making 
small toy planes from “burity” palms, 
and leaflets fromm chopped banana leaves. 
These latter are distributed from the air 
while racing along with a toy plane 
held high and accompanied with appro- 
priate noises.’ 

“A Christian workers’ Fellowship in 
London has branches in 89 factories 
throughout Britain. We have supplied 
all these with our powerful Gospel mes- 
Sengers. Our distribution throughout 
Germany has been tremendous. Prob- 
ably not a town or city has not received 
our booklets such as ‘The Reason Why’ 
and ‘God’s Way of Salvation’ in German, 
We have had the clearest testimonies 


(Continued on page 25) 








Notes on Open Letters 


May | Tithe My 
Husband's Salary? 


Will you kindly help me to do God’s 
will in this matter? My husband ob- 
jects to my tithing his pay check. Do 
I have the right to tithe his check 
against his wishes?—An Ohio reader. 


There are two main reasons why this 
lady should not insist on tithing her hus- 
band’s pay check. In the first place, it 
is his primarily, and it is not right to 
force ‘the tithe on anyone else. In the 
second place, the Bible teaches that 
wives should be subject to their hus- 
bands. “Wives, submit yourselves unto 
your own husbands, as unto the Lord” 
(Eph. 5:22). 

But the writer is not fotgetting that 
the same Scripture says, “Husbands, 
love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the church and gave himself for 
it” (v. 25). This is a direct command 
to husbands, and they ought never to 
forget it. It sets such a high standard 
of love and consideration for Christian 
men toward their wives that only the 
all-sufficient grace of Christ can enable 
them to meet it. As a man thinks of 
the utterly selfless love of Christ for the 
Church, and how He temporarily gave 
up His own divine’ rights, and hum- 
bled Himself even to the death of the 
cross, he will, as he examines his own 
heart and reviews his past experience, 
realize how far short of that standard 
he has fallen. 

However, unless a husband himself sees 
the value of the tithe, and wants to give 
it voluntarily as unto the Lord, it would 
not be right for a wife to insist on tak- 
ing the tithe out of his pay check or 
envelope. 
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_ Ill. The Presbyterian and Reformed Heritage 


The far-reaching influence of Zwingli 


and Calvin 


mands the. allegiance of nearly 

fifty million adherents cannot be 
ignored. The words, Calvinist, Reformed, 
and Presbyterian are used of it. The 
first refers to adherents of the system; 
the second to Calvin’s beliefs; and ‘the 
last to the system of government used in 
these churches. This branch of Refor- 
mation Protestantism had its origin in 
Switzerland. 

Switzerland in 1500 was organized as 
a loose union of thirteen self-governing 
cantons or states. Basel had become 
a cultural center with its famous uni- 
versity and the printing establishment 
of Froben who published Erasmus’ Greek 
New Testament in 1516. There was more 
intellectual and political freedom in 
Switzerland than anywhere else _ in 
Europe. 

The Reformation came first in north- 
ern Switzerland in the city of Zurich 
through the efforts of Huldreich Zwingli 
(1484-1531), whose followers later joined 
ranks with those of Calvin. Where 
Luther studied scholastic philosophy in 
the university, Zwingli studied classical 
literature. Upon graduation with an 
M.A. in 1506 he became a pastor. Ex- 
perience as a chaplain with Swiss mer- 
cenary soldiers in Italy led him to op- 
pose the system by which young Swiss 
men were enlisted as mercenary soldiers 
to fight the battles of the papacy. His 
interest in source materials of the Chris- 
tian faith was so great that he was 
credited with memorizing Paul's Letters 
in the original Greek. - 


Established by Debate and Decree 

His longest pastorate was in Zurich, 
where an attack of the plague in 1519 
and knowledge of Lutheran ideas led 
him to accept Christ as his Saviour. A 
secret marriage in 1522, which was per- 
formed openly in 1524, showed that he 
had abandoned the celibate restrictions 
of the Roman priests. When citizens of 
Zurich began eating meat during the 
Lenten fast and defended themselves by 
quoting Zwingli’s argument that the 
Bible was the only authority, the author- 
ities decided to hold a debate between 
Zwingli and Faber, an ardent priest. 
Zwingli prepared sixty-seven articles as 
a basis for debate, and after the debate 
the authorities formally adopted his 
views as those they would follow. Thus 
by debate and decree the Reformation 
was established in Zurich. The same 
technique resulted in the adoption of 
Zwingli’s ideas in Bern. 

When the Protestant cantons united in 
a league in 1527, the Roman Catholic 
cantons formed a counter union. Two 


A SYSTEM of thought which com- 


The followers of reformers and re- 
ligious leaders have often magnified 
their differences and exaggerated 
their teachings. This has sometimes 
led to misinterpretation of what they 
really taught and unnecessary argu- 
ments and quarrels. In this third 
article in his ‘series of five on Ref- 
ormation history, Dr. Cairns, who is 
professor of history and chairman of 
the department at Wheaton College, 
summarizes some of the teachings of 
two Swiss leaders and their contri- 
bution to our Protestant faith. It 
is refreshing and stimulating to re- 
view the valuable work done by 
these early reformers. 








wars were fought between these leagues 
in 1529 and 1531. During the second war, 
in which Zwingli was serving as a chap- 
lain, he was killed. It was finally de- 
cided that each canton should be free 
to choose which religion it would adopt. 

Zwingli’s Protestantism was more hu- 
manistic than that of the other Re- 
formers. He believed that pagans, such 
as Socrates, Plato, and Seneca, would 
be in Heaven, but he also insisted that 
nothing should be a part of Christian 
faith and practice which could not be 
proved from the Scriptures. 

About the time of Zwingli’s death, 
William Farel began to teach Protestant 
doctrines in Geneva in Southern 
Switzerland. In 1536 the Genevan Coun- 
cil adopted Protestantism. The fiery, 
red-headed Farel, realizing that he needed 
some calmer spirit to help him organize 
the church in Geneva, asked Calvin, 
who had planned only to stay one night 
in Geneva, to work with him. When 
Farel told him that the curse of God 
might be on him if he did not help, 
Calvin, who had planned to be a scholar, 
agreed to stay. 

John Calvin, a Frenchman, was trained 
in classical studies at the University of 
Paris and in law at other universities. 
His help in the preparation of a Prot- 
estant speech which his friend, the rector 
of the University of Paris, gave, got 
him in such trouble that he had to flee 
from France. He published his “Insti- 
tutes of the Christian Religion” in 1536, 
when he was in his middle twenties. 
In this work, addressed as an apology 
to Francis I, the ruler of France, on be- 
half of the Protestants in that land, 
he stated his doctrinal position. His 
major emphasis was upon the sover- 
eignty of God in all of life. He accepted 
the total depravity of man, the view that 
we inherit guilt and condemnation be- 
cause of Adam’s sin; the unconditional 
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election of men by God, apart from 
foreknowledge on His part, to eternal 
Salvation or condemnation; limited 
atonément, the belief that Christ’s death 
was. only for the elect; irresistible grace, 
the doctrine that the elect to salvation 
will surely be saved; and perseverance 
of the saints, the doctrine that none so 
elected to salvation will ever be finally 
lost. The reader will notice that the 
first letters of the first words of each 
of these doctrines spell the word “tulip.” 
Calvin believed that each of these doc- 
trines could be proved from Scripture. 


He and Farel worked together in Gen- 
eva until 1538 when disagreement over 
the use of unleavened bread in the Com- 
munion led to their expulsion from the 
city. Calvin ministered to refugees in 
Strasbourg and taught theology there 
until 1541, when he was invited back to 
Geneva. Here he lived until his death 
in 1564. 

Preaching, writing commentaries, and 
the organization of the church were 
his major concerns. Believing that 
Christ was the head of the church, Cal- 
vin had the people elect elders to teach 
and govern the church after their ordi- 
nation and deacons to administer finances 
and charity. This provided a system of 
representative government by which the 
people elected the elders and deacons 
to run the affairs of the church. Al- 
though Calvin also formulated strict 
rules for conduct, the Geneva of his day 
(before the Reformation), in some areas 
every third house was a tavern, needed 
a firm hand. 


The Importance of Calvin’s “Institutes” 


Calvin’s contributions to Protestant- 
ism have been great. ‘His “Institutes” 
is the greatest theological] statement of 
Reformation doctrine, Stress on predes- 
tination has not caused Calvinists to 
neglect evangelism. Many of the great 
revivalists of the eighteenth and nine- 
teenth centuries were Calvinists. Cal- 
vin encouraged education by setting up 
elementary and high schools and in 1559 
the Academy, now the University of 
Geneva. By letter he advised and en- 
couraged Reformed leaders all over Eu- 
rope. Under him Geneva became a 
model city in which refugees might find 
shelter and inspiration. One can join 
with John Knox in his evaluation of Cal- 
vin as “that notable servant of God.” 

Calvinism also made _ considerable 
gains in France. The French Humanist, 
Jacques Lefevre, translated the Bible 
into French by 1530, and the influence 
of Lefevre and his friends combined 
with Lutheran ideas to bring many into 
the Protestant fold. Admiral Coligny 
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even became a Protestant. By 1559 a 
national synod was organized in Paris, 


and the Huguenots, as the Protestants 


in France were known, adopted the 
Gallican Confession of Faith, the first 
draft of which had been prepared by 
Calvin. 

Fear that the Huguenots might form 
a Protestant state within the Roman 
Catholic French state led to eight civil 
wars between 1559 and 1598.° In’ the 
Massacre of St. Bartholomew in 1572 
nearly twenty thousand Huguenots were 
killed. Not until 1598 when the Prot- 
estant prince, Henry of Navarre, became 
a Roman Catholic and ruled as Henry 
IV did rest come by the Edict of Nantes 
which granted toleration to the Hugue- 
nots. When Louis XIV revoked the Edict 
in 1685, France lost the best part of her 
industrial middle class as the Huguenots 
fled to England, Prussia, South Africa, 
and the Thirteen Colonies of Britain. 
Since that time the Reformed Church 
has been very weak in France. 

Scotland became another stronghold 
of Calvinism with the development of 
the Scottish Presbyterian Church. The 
leader, John Knox, was a brave, some- 
times harsh, man who was educated in 
Scotland for the priesthood. He served 
for nineteen months as a galley slave 
in a French warship until an exchange 
of prisoners brought him to England 
to take part in the Reformation going on 
there. The coronation of the staunch 
Roman Catholic Mary as queen forced 
him to flee to Frankfort. Later he re- 
turned to Scotland. 

He had the support of the nobles and 
the middle class who wanted to get rid 
of the “Congregation of Satan,” their 
name for Roman Catholicism. Aid from 
the Protestant ruler of England, Eliza- 
beth, enabled the forces of reform to 
expel the French Roman Catholics from 
Scotland in 1560. Knox and other leaders 
drew up a Calvinistic Confession of Faith 
and books of discipline and prayer. The 
Presbyterian representative system of 
church government by elders organized 
as the session in the local church, pres- 
byteries, synods, and the general assem- 
bly was adopted. By 1567 the Reforma- 
tion was firmly established, and the 
Scottish queen, Mary Stuart, who had 
returned to Scotland from France after 
the death of her husband, the king of 
France, was unable to upset it. After 
fruitless opposition and foolish marital 
escapades, she was forced to flee to Eng- 
land, where she was kept a virtual pris- 
oner by Elizabeth until her execution 
in 1587. 

After 1603 James I of England settled 
many of these Scottish Presbyterians 
in northern Ireland. This helps to ex- 
plain why northern Ireland is still Pres- 
byterian and why it does not wish to 
unite with Roman Catholic southern 
Ireland, now known as Eire. From Ul- 
ster many of these Scotch-Irish Pres- 
byterians migrated to the Thirteen Col- 
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onies between 1700 and 1760. There they 
created a strong Presbyterian Church, 
It later adopted the standards of faith, 
discipline, government, and worship cre- 
ated by the Westminster Assembly (1643- 
1652) of England. 


After the Counter Reformation began 
in 1545 in the Roman Catholic Church, 
only Holland was won to ‘Protestantism. 
Calvinism in Holland was linked with the 
Dutch fight for political independence 
from Roman Catholic Spain. In 1566 
Protestants rose and plundered hundreds 
of Roman Catholic churches as centers 
of apostasy. Philip II of Spain decided 
to put down this religious revolt in his 
possessions, His agent, the Duke of 
Alva, failed in this attempt to restore 
Catholicism because of secret English 
aid to Holland, the emergence of William 
of Qrange as the able leader of the Prot- 
estants, and the plundering of Spanish 
commerce on the high seas by the sturdy 
Dutch “Sea-Beggars.” In 1581 the Dutch 
formally repudiated Spanish control and 
declared their independence, which was 
not formally recognized by Spain until 
1648 at Westphalia. A national synod, 
held earlier, about 1570, had set up a 
representative system of church gov- 
ernment and adopted the Belgic Con- 
fession and the Heidelberg Catechism as 
the doctrinal standards of the Dutch Re- 
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formed Church. The Dutch Reformed 
Church and the Christian Reformed 
churches of America are lineal descend- 
ants of this Dutch church, 

A serious controversy, centering on 
Arminianism, agitated the Dutch Church 
after 1600. James Arminius, a theolog- 
ical professor at the University of Ley- 
den, thought that Calvin’s system seemed 
to make God the author of sin and man 
an automaton. He taught that election 
was based upon God’s foreknowledge of 
what man would do with His grace, 
that Christ’s atonement was sufficient for 
all men, that grace was resistible, and 
that, while it was not probable, it was 
possible that man could fall from grace 
and be lost. Although few in Holland 
adopted his views, they have been per- 
petuated in the theology of the Meth- 
odist churches and the Salvation Army, 

Those who hold to the Reformed sys- 
tem assert the sovereignty of God in 
every phase of life, but, true to the prin- 
ciple of the right of the people to par- 
ticipate in government by electing their 
representatives, they have upheld free- 
dom from tyranny of any kind. They, 
like the other Reformation churches, 
have a rich heritage which was pur- 
chased for them by such brave, able, and 
consecrated leaders as Calvin and Knox. 


(To be continued) 


XI. Things a Christian Should Know 


The secret of victorious living 


N* THIS article we will consider a 

great spiritual verity that is a part 
of the heritage of everyone who has 
been truly born again. It is that of 
living in the power of the Holy Spirit 
and in daily looking to Him for guidance 
and for grace. In earlier articles we 
have thought of the fact that we are 
already possessors of eternal life and of 
the power of prayer. Both of these 
great facts are very clearly stated in 
the fifth chapter of the little First Epis- 
tle of John. The one that forms the 
subject of this article also comes from 
that same chapter, as well as two others 
that we will be considering in the future. 

May I suggest that you get your New 
Testament and read through the last 
half of the fifth chapter and take spe- 
cial interest in the statement, “We 
know,” as it occurs there, and then ask 
yourself if it is true of you and that 
you indeed know the things of which 
the Apostle John is there speaking. In 
the eighteenth verse we find these words, 
“We know that whosoever is born of 
God sinneth not; but he that is begotten 
of God keepeth himself, and that wicked 
one toucheth him not.” Here again John 
starts the verse with this expression, “we 
know.” It refers not primarily to in- 
tellectual knowledge, but to the actual 
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experience and to the conviction wrought 
out by experience of the tremendous 
truths of which he is speaking. 

“We know,” John says, “that whosoever 
is born of God sinneth not.” That sentence 
gives a good deal of trouble to some peo- 
ple, for it seems like a contradiction to 
other verses, and also seems to be a con- 
tradiction to our own experience. The 
present tense in the Greek has a two- 
fold meaning, and we shall get closer to 
the real sense of this sentence if we 
translate it, “Whosoever is born of God 
does not keep on sinning.” John means 
that, when the miracle of divine grace 
that we speak of as the new birth takes 
place, the one in whom it is wrought 
becomes so changed, as the result of the 
new life within his spirit, that he does 
not and cannot keep on in the same 
manner and habits to which he was 
accustomed, for he is a new creature 
in Christ; not that he does not sin at 
all, but that he does not continue, in 
his sinful ways. The apostle then goes 
on to announce the reason Yor this 
change in conduct, namely, “But he that 
is begotten of God keepeth himself, and 
that wicked one toucheth him not.” A 
translation that I believe expresses the 
truth that John desires to convey makes 
this portion read, “But he that is begot- 
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ten of God keepeth him, and that wicked 
one toucheth him not.” “He that is be- 
gotten of God” refers to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, just as “that wicked one” refers 
to the Devil. Here we have the two 
great antagonists mentioned. They are 
in deadly conflict for the possession of 
the human soul. The outcome of that 
conflict will decide the eternal destiny 
in each individual. In many other 
places, Jesus Christ is spoken of as the 
only begotten of God, and it seems very 
clear to me that, in this verse, He is 
the One of whom the writer is speaking. 
John says, “He .. . keepeth him,” that 
is, He keepeth whomsoever is born of 
God. L 

This should be a source of tremen- 
dous comfort and assurance to each one 
of us who is conscious of the fact that 
we have been born again. Just as soon 
as that has taken place in our lives, we 
are made very much aware of the fact 
that we are in the midst of a great 
struggle, and that we are beset on all 
sides by temptations and testings that 
we are unable to face in our own 
strength, still less to gain the victory. 
But this verse tells us that He, who 
through His atoning work on the cross 
and His victorious resurrection has 
gained complete victory over all the 
forces of sin and evil that are arrayed 
against us, and over the Devil himself, 
He having taken possession of us, keeps 
us. He keeps us so that that wicked 
one, the Devil, touches us not. 

This verse makes very clear the won- 
derful possibility that God has made for 
each of us who trust in Him to live 
victoriously over all the testings that 
come to us, and to live day by day to 
His honor and glory. As Paul states in 
1 Corinthians 10:13, “God is faithful, 
who will not suffer you to be tempted 
above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to es- 
cape, that ye may be able to bear it.” We 
are not told that the Lord keeps us from 
all temptation, but it, means that He 
keeps us in temptation—a very different 
thing. To be kept from temptation 
would mean that our spiritual muscles 
would soon become flabby through dis- 
use, and that we would have no way of 
developing strong moral and spiritual 
fiber, to equip us to be useful servants 
and valiant soldiers of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. God does permit every one of 
us to meet temptations such as are com- 
mon to all men, but every temptation 
that He permits us to meet comes to us 
with God’s purpose of our receiving a 
blessing that He knows we could re- 
ceive in no other way. For that rea- 
son, James writes, “Count it all joy 
when ye fall into divers temptations.” 
He means rejoice because these tempta- 
tions are God’s way of making us strong, 
of building up our spiritual life and 
character; of bringing about that devel- 
opment of faith in our life that in turn 
will enable us to be a channel of bless- 
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ing and an instrument in His hands for 
the help of others. Just as basic train- 
ing is necessary for the new recruits 
in order to toughen them up for combat 
duty, so these spiritual testings are nec- 
essary for us to develop, that we, too, 
may be strong in the Lord and enabled 
to stand fast in the power of His might. 

As I count then on the keeping power 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, I can boldly 
say, “The Lord is on my side; I will not 
fear: what can man do unto me?” (Psa. 
118:6). And I can go further and say, 
“What can the Devil do against me?” 
But, and this is very important to re- 
member, it is very easy for us, through 
lack of faith or trust in the Lord, to 
open the door to the Adversary to come 
in and attack us at our most vulner- 
able point. We can count on the sus- 
taining power of our Lord only as long 
as we are living in fellowship with Him 
and continually looking to Him for guid- 
ance and for grace. If we leave Him 
and wander off by ourselves, we will 
soon find ourselves enmeshed and trap- 
ped by the wiles of the Enemy and in 
our own selfish desires and pleasures; 
then tragedy and defeat are inevitable. 
But as long as we boldly take our stand 
with the Lord, under His banner, and 
in full obedience to and dependence 
upon Him, we can boldly face each day’s 
events in faith, being strong and cour- 
ageous in the Lord, with the confidence 
of victory over all the testings and even 
over our besetting sins. 

God desires to do great things for all 
of His people, but He can do these things 
only on behalf of those whose hearts 
are perfect toward Him, that is, who 
are wholeheartedly for the Lord and 
are willing to obey and to believe with- 
out any mental reservations or condi- 
tions that require that He must do what 
they have decided they want Him to do. 
Let us make no mistake—we are indeed 
in the midst of a great spiritual con- 
flict, the intensity of which I am con- 
vinced is increasing year by year all over 
the world, as the powers of evil are 
becoming more bold and outright in 
their attacks on the historic Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ and upon those 
who have taken their stand unreservedly 
for it. 

Our God and Father, teach us, we 
beseech Thee, to enter into a fuller 
understanding of our position in 
Christ Jesus. We praise Thee for 
the abundance of the provisions that 
He has made for us, and we ask Thee 
by Thy Holy Spirit to lead us on to 
possess and make use of them, that 
our lives may be more worthy of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in whose 
name we ask it. Amen. 

(To be continued) 


w 


We are all in danger of substituting 
delight in hearing the Gospel for dili- 
gence in doing it—W. Graham Scroggie. 
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The Expanding Ministry of Tracts 
(Continued from second page) 


from hundreds who have found Christ 
through our literature in Germany. Thus 
we received a thrilling letter from a 
German medical doctor, who was saved 
through one of our booklets while in a 
Russian concentration camp. Needy 
Austria is being greatly blessed through 
the ministry of W. E. Grunbaum, him- 
self saved through one of our booklets 
when on.a troop ship during the last 
war. We supply him with thousands of 
copies of the same booklet. 

“We publish our literature in four- 
teen languages in Europe. We print 
also in South America, in Tokyo, in 
Hong Kong, and in Bombay. We are 
seeking constantly to enter new lan- 
guages as God leads us to competent 
native translators. Our literature, be- 
ing so very fruitful, is in tremendous 
demand, and we are constantly deluged 
with appeals,” 

Certainly Mr. Ferguson is another 
American Tract Society in himself! 





A new and promising organization 
along the same line is Gospel Tracts 
Unlimited of 733 A St., Hayward, Calif. 
Of this its leader, Mr. Jerold F. May, 
writes: 

“Gospel Tracts, Unlimited, has a $50,- 
000 printing plant at its disposal, cap- 
able of turning out 400,000 Gospel tracts 
a day. Contacts have been, and are, 
being established with missionaries the 
world over to learn of their needs in 
the realm of Gospel literature. In turn, 
we are seeking, through missionary- 
minded churches and individuals, to 
meet these needs. God has provided 
equipment necessary to produce Gospel 
literature in any written language in the 
world, 

“In addition to being a source of sup- 
ply for literature in all languages, facil- 
ities to get the literature to the field 
are provided. Most Christians fee] the 
urge to serve the cause of world-wide 
evangelization more effectively, but few 
go to the trouble to do it. Upon hear- 
ing the need of missionaries for Gospel 
tracts, how many will write and pur- 
chase those tracts and, after hearing the 
complicated mailing instruction of the 
post office regarding sending packages 
to various foreign countries, will prop- 
erly prepare the tracts for shipment and 
mail them? Through Gospel Tracts, Un- 
limited, all of these steps are taken care 
of. The principle of purchasing ‘units’ 
of Gospel literature, similar to the way 
CARE sends food and clothing packages, 
will be used.” 

At present they are seeking to supply 
the literature for Dick Hillis’s correspon- 
dence courses, which they manufacture 
for a half cent each. The cost of trans- 
portation by ship of a ton of literature 


(Continued on page 37) 
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IR ROY WELENSKY is a South Af- 

rican Jew, come up from poverty 

to a position of influence. He has 
been pugilfst, trade union official, active 
in politics, and, finally (in co-operation 
with Sir Godfrey Higgins), Prime Min- 
ister of Southern Rhodesia. He is author 
of the Federation of Northern and 
Southern Rhodesia with Nyassaland, 
which develops partnership wjth the 
African people as over against the policy 
of segregation, or apartheid. It is the 
antipodes of the harsh Dutch policy rep- 
resented by Premier Strijdom of South 
Africa. 

Barny Barnato was another South Af- 
rican Jew who, in the last generation, 
became the diamond king of Kimberley, 
South Africa. Dr. Thomas Barnardo, I 
have understood, owed his name to Jew- 
ish sources, though farther back. They 
are now commemorating the fiftieth an- 
niversary of his death, his dying words 
having been: 

Nothing in my hand I bring, 
Simply to Thy cross I cling. 

He came out of a Christian family 
in Ireland, and after his conversion was 
active among the Brethren. While stu- 
dent in medicine in the London Hospital, 
Whitechapel, London, he took to open- 
air preaching, distributing Bibles by the 
thousands monthly. His heart went out 
to homeless, suffering boys in London 
slums, and he finally built up a great, 
in fact, the greatest of all orphan work, 
based on the rule, “No child is ever re- 
fused admission.” By practical experi- 
ence he discovered that 85 per cent of 
his children came from homes broken 
by drink. This led to his great activity 
in temperance work. 

It is then interesting to trace back 
the Jewish blood in influential men. At 
times this is unsatisfactory. Cardinal 
Newman’s line went back to a Dutch 
banking family on his father’s side (Neu- 
mann); and D. F. Strauss, great leader 
in unbelief and forerunner of our Uni- 
tarian-Modernism, was also of Jewish 
provenance, 


Notes of the World Council of 
Churches.—Its Central Committee will 
meet in Budapest this year, at Yale Di- 
vinity School in 1957, and, if you please, 
on the Isle of Rhodes in 1958 (a new 
Colossus, this time of paper). National 
Councils in many lands are henceforth 
to be brought into closer association with 
the World Council. Thus a powerful 
machine will be built up. “The World 
Council looks to National Councils for 
the furtherance of objectives and pro- 
sree...” 

“Preliminary plans are also revealed 
for the establishment of centers in Asia 


and the Near East, where serious study 
of the non-Christian religions (will be 
made) in order that missions might bet- 
ter understand cultural background 
against which they are working.” The 
Commission on International Affairs rep- 
resents the churches in matters relating 
to the United Nations and other inter- 
national areas. A welter of “studies” 
is announced as, for example, a regional 
Would Council study conference in 
Brazil on “Problems of Church and So- 
ciety,” and another in India in 1956. A 
third in Africa, of ecumenical propor- 
tions, will deal with training of Afri- 
cans for the ministry. 

It makes one think of “The Fund for 
the Republic” and its lavish expendi- 
tures for “studies” and junketings. 

“Colorful” is a favorite adjective for 
World Church Council parades. It is 
also used in describing a Confucius 
birthday celebration in Korea—“colorful 
rites, garbed in a red robe and black 
headdress of an acolyte ... . a red-robed 
group of sixty-four students.” Con- 
fucianism, as here described, is not too 
unlike neo-Unitarianism: 
system was based on the axiom that 
all men are by nature good and the 
ideal creed was the golden rule, These 
ideas integraté easily with Christian- 
ity. Confucian cosmology regards the 
universe as an orderly system. It treats 
of nature from which evolved the uni- 
versal order.” Of God not a word. So 
relates the Korean Office of Information. 

In spite of their “inherent” goodness 
these Confucianists seem to feel need 
of purification from sin. “They cleansed 
their hands before entering the Temple 


‘of Great Achievement to do homage to 


Confucius, making several steps from 
the purification bowl. The odor of in- 
cense was strong. Wicker baskets con- 
tained food for a long list of Confucius’ 
disciples.” Colorful, no doubt in puerile 
rite as in, varicolored garb. One notices 
that President Rhee was present in spite 
of his Methodism, probably on the 
ground that he is President of all Ko- 
reans and must extend courtesy to all. 
That breadth is also “Modernist.” The 
Christianity of Christ and Paul is ex- 
clusive and excluding. 

Dr. G. A. Hadji-antoniou, minister of 
the Second Evangelical Church in 
Athens, Greece, was given the run- 
around at the Evanston W.C.C. confer- 
ence when he pleaded for the evangeli- 
cals of Greece, but he is able to report 
on reaching home: 

“In spite of all opposition, the work 
of the Gospel is making great progress. 
People are flocking in great numbers to 
our churches.” 


“The moral . 


By ERNEST GORDON 


Municipal elections in some places 
turn on this conflict. Thus on the Island 
of Mytilene, Michael Galinos, sentenced 
to four months for alleged slandering 
of the island’s bishop, was put up for 
mayor and elected over George Vam- 
vakidis, the bishop’s champion. In 
Katerini, a candidate who ran on the 
platform, “safeguarding the Greek Or- 
thodox people from the Evangelical 
movement,” lost to both of his opponents 
by a large margin. 

Greece and the Greek Church have 
received much kindness from America. 
At the invitation of Archbishop Spyri- 
don, the Brethren Service Commission 
organized teams for the agricultural re- 
suscitation of the village farms of Epirus 
in 1950. any other Protestant churehes 
in many Protestant lands co-operated. 

Next year the team helped to dis- 
tribute 25 tons of dried milk, 17 tons 
of cheese, 500 cartons of soap, more than 
34 tons of clothing in a score of villages. 
The Christian Rural Overseas Program 
added 30 tons of hybrid seed corn and 
50 tons of concentrated fertilizer. 
Churches offered seeds, grafting buds 
for fruit trees, hand cultivators, a tractor, 
a.jeep, and money. Yet the Greek 
priests insist on nagging*and annoying 
their benefactors, evangelical Greek 
brethren. Why does the World Council 
of Churches not intervene? 

Lafontaine’s fable tells how the peasant 
warmed the poor, frozen snake at his 
open hearth which, when fully recov- 
ered, turned and bit his benefactor. 
That is not a fair picture. The Greek 
people are deeply grateful. Only the 
priests hate the teaching of the Bible 
to their people and forget Samaritan 
treatment given them. "‘Twas ever thus 
with priests and Levites. 


The Holy Synod of the Orthodox Church 

in Greece has promulgated an order to 
its bishops to use, in christening chil- 
dren, only names of saints commemo- 
rated in the Greek Church calendar. 
The police throughout Greece will be 
instructed to provide priests with any 
help needed for carrying out this regu- 
lation. 
‘ While the priests are engaged in these 
trivialities, a layman, George Galanakis, 
is evangelizing by mail in spite af 
chronic sickness. His malady runs back 
to seven Nazi bullets of the invasion 
time. He writes: 

“I have counted the letters which I 
have received in the first six months of 
1955 and they number 2,269. I have 
sent out over a thousand copies of Scrip- 
ture and thousands of Gospel. tracts.” 
But this ministry is hindered by high 
costs of postage. “Last week I received 
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sixty letters (asking for Gospe] teach- 
ing), but was unable to mail my an- 
Swers to them. What is the use of writ- 
ing from 7.30 a.m. to past midnight to 
these who are anxious to know the way 
of salvation and then not to have the 
stamps for mailing?” 

Mr. Galanakis writes of cutting down 
food to semistarvation limit*in order to 
have postage money. Why cannot the 
American Mission to Greeks secure for 
such invalids relief supplies which the 
United States Government is distribut- 
ing in Greece? 


Sir David Maxwell Fyfe is the Home 
Secretary of Great Britain, and as such 
has co-operated with the Salvation Army 
in various philanthropies. He says: 

“One of the most remarkable devel- 
opments of policy has been the joining 
hands of the Army and the Home Office 
in caring for women and girls. In par- 
ticular I am glad to have the oppor- 
tunity of paying tribute to the Army’s 
enterprise and imagination in providing 
the first training home in this country 
for mothers who have been convicted of 
neglecting their children, a home where 
they live with their children under five 
years of age for a few months and, 
besides learning to care for their fam- 
ilies, recover their health and their 
courage to face the future.” This is the 
Mayflower Home, Plymouth, England. 
Everything is spotlessly clean, but the 
mother is made to see that there is 
nothing she cannot have in an ordinary 
home. She goes marketing, is taught 
to control and train her children, to 
cook plain meals, to understand the lhws 
of hygiene. 

“I have approved eighteen hostels and 
homes for the training of girls and 
young women and no less than six of 
them are managed by the Salvation 
Army with imaginative enterprise and 
concern for the needs of each individual 
girl. This exacting task of dealing with 
adolescent girls calls for understanding 
and patience. I am glad to acknowledge 
work in a similar field, the homes and 
hostels which the Army provides for 
homeless children.” 


Le Chrétien Evangélique draws two 
pictures of “the forces of death” which, 
among others, Christianity faces—one in 
Egypt, the other in Brazil. 

At Cairo, three o'clock in the morning 
of July 24. An immense crowd is as- 
sembled on the Place Ismail. Under a 
brilliant crescent moon, they sit and 
meditate. They are celebrating the first 
anniversary of the Egyptian Republic 
and in an opening ceremony, President 
Naguib witnesses his faith by a great 
religious ceremony in honor of Allah. 
On an immense stretch of carpet, gather 
about him leading dignitaries, function- 
aries, and generals, feet bare, now on 
their knees with arms stretched Heaven- 
ward, now prostrate on earth and facing 
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toward Mecca, adoring Allah and im- 
ploring his powerful help for the vic- 
torious extension of the Koran over the 
whole earth. 

The second picture comes from Rio 
de Janeiro, Brazil. It is a tropical night 
in a huge, badly lighted hall. A priest 
officiates. In a rotunda at the end of 
the hall is an altar of teakwood, sur- 
rounded by statues which the people 
worship. They represent Christ, St. 
George, Saint Sebastian (patron of the 
city), St. Benedict (the saint for Ne- 
groes), and the twin saints Cosmo and 
Damian (the Gemini, Castor and Pol- 
lux, of Greek paganism). 

A motley mixture of all ages, both 
sexes, many colors and social conditions, 
many of them sick in mind or body. 
At a sign from the high priest, enters 
a band of young men and women, white- 
clad, the mediums by whose trances and 
contortions the public is put in touch 
with demonic powers. They affirm them 
to be the spirits of Christ, of Sebastian, 
and the rest, who possess the mediums 
and enable them to console and heal. 

When the séance is over, the great 
priest interviews and teaches. Twenty 
thousand persons pass weekly through 
this hall and the nearly five hundred 
spiritist centers in Rio. The sSpiritist 
movement constantly grows at the ex- 
pense of Romanism, as its ministrations 
are without charge. 


A report of the China Inland Mission 
speaks of “the grapplehold of state- 
sponsored Buddhism of Thailand, 20,000 
monasteries cyrowded into the cities of 
that land and 170,000 monks and novices 
emerging daily to receive their suste- 
nance from householders on every 
street.” 


The Madre e Hijo (Mother and Child) 
Clinic in Santiago is an astonishing Sa- 
maritan work organized and led for 
thirty years by a nurse sent out by the 
Presbyterian Board in 1927. One gets 
the impression that the Board hardly 
lived up to its responsibilities, so meager 
has been the equipment for her maternity 
hospital. Yet Dr. Greenfield, an inter- 
national expert, finds “her tiny hospital” 
has in important respects “the best rec- 
ord in the world,” and Dr. Romero of 
the Chile University medical faculty 
adds, “The Mother and Child Hospital 
does more for the people of Chile than 
any institution I know.” Marie Schultze 
came up the hard way. working day- 
times and studying at a night high 
school, then at the Presbyterian Hospital 
in Newark. And now she has been given 
the Chilean Order for Merit medal as 
“the most important woman in the coun- 
try.” Her hospital has, over the years, 
delivered 12,000 children, watched over 
children later on and developed mothers’ 
clubs for instruction in child welfare. 
She has also taught practical nursing 
as professor in a government school. 
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On her staff have been a Bible teacher 
and a home visitor. Miss Schultze has. 
through the years put her trust in God's 
directing care. “Always He answered 
my prayers when I needed help.” (Her 
noble career has been described at 
length in the Christian Herald of Feb- 
ruary, 1955.) 


Buddhism in China, according to Mr. 
H. F. Wickings, a formergChina mis- 
sionary (World Dominion is not as 
enfeebled as is commonly thought. Many 
priests have been obliged, by the Com- 
munists, to take up profitable labor, but 
the real strength of the system in the 
Far East is the laymen’s movement it 
has developed in Chinese towns and 
cities. “There are no less than 50,000 
Buddhists ih one group of Chinese 
cities well known to the writer. Busi- 
nessmen appreciate the silence and 
ritual and the often heart-searching lec- 
tures delivered on occasion by a Bud- 
dhist ‘master. They will sometimes 
spend a week end in some famous tem- 
ple which has been brought up to date 
with electric light, group discussion, and 
modern philosophy, and then return re- 
freshed in spirit. They give liberally 
toward Buddhist charity, for the produc- 
tion. of free literature, or aiding some 
promising candidate to attain ‘master- 
ship.’” 

Meanwhile Dr. Grace Wang of the 
Bible Seminary, Seattle, says that while 
the China Bible Seminary was working 
in China, 5,000 men and women took 
its’ Bible correspondence course, and 
many of these are now teachers of their 
friends and neighbors. Five hundred 
graduates of the school in the days of 
its operation now continue serving the 
Lord in every province of China as 
pastors, Bible women, Bible schoolteach- 
ers, evangelists, and in the quiet min- 
istry of visitation and personal work. 

When Communism took over, there 
were thirteen Christian universities in 
China which were promptly confiscated 
by the Communists and run on their 
lines. One wonders how much Chris- 
tian work is now being done by the 
alumni of these institutions in which 
so much Christian money was invested. 
Reports have it th4t much Communist 
leadership has come from these alumni. 

The China Bible Seminary is officially 
closed, but is continuing in China under- 
ground. “Truly it is a miracle that in 
the midst of the great restrictions and 
severe trials in their country, a con- 
tinuous stream of young people are re- 
sponding to the Spirit’s call for a full 
surrender to God of their lives, giving 
up all worldly prospects. Time and 
again we hear of university students 
who leave their schools a few months 
before graduation in order that they 
may be free to study for the Lord’s serv- 
ice. Many of them choose the most 
difficult fields.” 
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LESSON 5. JANUARY 29. GOD'S CONCERN FOR SINNERS (Temperance) 


Luke 15:1-32; printed text, verses 1-10 


Golden Text.—For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.—Luke 19:10 


THE KING JAMES VERSION 
Luke 15:1 Then drew near unto him all the publicans and 


sinners for to hear him. 


2°And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This 
man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them. 

3 And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 

4 What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose 
one of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the 
wilderness, and go after that which is lost,- until he find it? 

5 And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders, 


rejoicing. 


6 And when he cometh home, he calleth together his 
friends and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; 
for I have found my sheep which was lost, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

AST week we saw how our Lord 
L accepted invitations to meals in 

the homes of Pharisees as well as 
_others. The motive of the Pharisees in 
inviting Him was not always of the 
highest. For the most part they were 
seeking occasion against Him. If He had 
shown them favor by accepting only 
their invitations and championing their 
position in Israel, they would have been 
very well satisfied, but they found fault 
with Him because He just as readily 
accepted invitations to the homes of 
social outcasts such as taxgatherers and 
sinners. He seemed to them to be very 
indiscriminating, and they doubtless 
took it as a personal affront that He 
made no difference between them and 
those whom they so thoroughly despised. 

This week’s lesson brings us to a point 
where their exasperation found expres- 
sion in what they intended to be a 
biting criticism: “This man receiveth 
sinners, and eateth with them” (Luke 
15:2). The rest of fhe chapter, includ- 
ing our lesson portion, is our Lord’s 
answer to that criticism. 

Notice the form of the answer: “He 
spake this parable unto them, saying.” 
That really is the title of the rest of 
the chapter. We speak of the three para- 
bles, the parable of the Lost Sheep, the 
parable, of the Lost Coin, and the parable 
of the Lost Son. Actually it is all one 
parable in three different frames. In 
Matthew 13, that great chapter of par- 
ables, we notice how our Lord set 
apart the parables from each other: 
“And he spake many things unto them 
in parables” (v. 3); “Another parable 
put he forth unto them” (v. 24); “An- 
other parable put he forth unto them” 


7 I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven 


over one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and 
nine just persons, which need no repentance. 

8 Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she 
lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the 
house, and seek diligently till she find it? 

9 And when she hath found it, she calleth her friends 
and her neighbours together, saying, Rejoice with me; for 
I have found the piece which I had lost. 

10 Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the presence 


of the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth. 
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(v. 31); “Another parable spake he unto 
them” (v. 33); “Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like ...” (vs. 44, 45, 47). In 
Luke 15 it is different. All three storjes 
are presented under the one phrase, 
“This parable.” We must therefore look 
for three aspects of the one truth, and 
that one truth may be summed up in 
such a phrase as, lost men and a seek- 
ing God. 


Verse by Verse 

Luke 15:1—“Then drew near .,. 
publicans and sinners...” The publi- 
cans were social outcasts: because of 
their occupation—collecting Roman 
taxes; the sinners were social outcasts 
because of their conduct. These were 
habitually attracted to the teaching of 
Jesus. , 

Verse 2.—*. This man receiveth 
sinners, and eateth with them.” This 
habitual flocking of the outcasts to Jesus, 
and His kindly attitude to them, brought 
the suspicion and displeasure of the 


‘Pharisees to a head in open criticism. 


Verse 3—‘And he spake this parable 
., .” “This parable” covers verses 4-32. 
It is a triple parable, showing different 
aspects of the same truth. 

Verse 4.—“What man of you... doth 
not leave the ninety and nine in the 
wilderness, and go after that which is 
lost ... ?” Jesus is defending His receiv- 
ing sinners by an appeal to the attitude 
of men to sheep. The superiority of a 
man (even if a sinner) over a: Sheep is 
implicit in the argument. For “wilder- 
ness” read “pasture land,” as different 
from tilled land. The idea of waste land 
is not present. 

Verse 5.—“ .. . layeth it on his shoul- 
ders, , rejoicing.” The found sheep is 
doubtless frightened and weary and 
weak. The shepherd tenderly lifts it 
upon his shoulders. What a picture of 
tender strength! 
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Verse 6.—“. calleth together his 
friends and neighbours . . . Rejoice with 
me -” Doubtless the “friends and 
neighbours” refer to the angels (v, 10). 
The Good Shepherd trod the path of 
sorrow alone, but He calls for company 
in His rejoicing. 

Verse 7.—“. . . joy shall be in heaven 
over One sinner that repenteth, more 
than over ninety and nine just persons 
... A strange statement, yet one which 
we see confirmed in human experience. 

Verse 8—“Either what woman ‘ 
doth not light a candle, and sweep the 
houge ... 2” It has been suggested that 
the pieces of silver were the woman’s 
wedding token (equivalent to a ring 
with us), but I can find no good author- 
ity for this. The woman had only ten 
pieces, and the loss of one called for 
diligent search. 

Verse 9.—“. . . Rejoice with me; for I 
have found the piece which I had lost.” 
Like the shepherd, she wanted to give 
expression to her joy by sharing it. 
Compare “I had lost” with “was lost” of 
verse 6. There the sheep was experien- 
tially in a lost condition, here the in- 
animate object cannot be so described. 
Here the only thing that can be said 
is that the owner had lost it. 

Verse 10.—“. . . there is joy in the 
presence of the angels of God over one 
sinner that repenteth.” Whether the joy 
here mentioned is that of the apgels, 
or the joy of God expressed in their 
presence, is a matter of interpretation. 
As a matter of fact, both are doubtless 
true. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

What the Pharisees intended as a 
crushing condemnation of Jesus we take 
up as a boast—“This man receiveth sin- 
ners.” It is His glory that He does so, 
and it is certainly our salvation that 
He does so, for we were sinners, and 
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He received us. It is now our privilege 
to herald this as the great truth of the 
Gospel to sinning men everywhere— 
“This man receiveth sinners.” 

In His reply to this criticism our Lord 
used both the defensive and the offensive 
method. Notice the form of His argu- 
ment: He appeals to the practice of 
the very ones who have criticized Him 
—“What man of you...? ... Either 
what, woman ... ?” (vs. 4, 8.) This 
is what we would call in legal parlance, 
argumentum ad hominem, an argument 
addressed to man. He indicates what 
a man who had lost one out of one hun- 
dred sheep would do. He would tempo- 
rarily forget the ninety and nine who were 
safely browsing in the pasture land and 
give all his attention to the one lost 
sheep. In like manner He describes a 
woman who having lost one of ten pieces 
of silver temporarily paid no attention 
to the nine pieces which she had in a 
safe place and devoted herself to the 
finding of the one lost piece. The whole 
point of the argument is, I am doing 
what that shepherd would do, and just 
what that woman would do when,I am 
giving my attention to sinners. 

Although it is not expressed, there is 
another argument implicit in these two 
stories. It. is what we would call a 
fortiori. argument, which means argu- 
ing ftom the lesser to the greater. 
Christ intends His hearers to apply this 
reasoning—How much greater is a man 
than a sheep? Or again, How much 
more valuable is a man than a piece 
of silver? Even a slave would bring 
thirty pieces of silver on the market. 
The fact that the man in question was 
a sinner would make no difference, 

All this is defensive, but in each case 
our Lord presented His case positively, 
or, as we might say, offensively. He af- 
firmed the joy of Heaven “over one 
sinner that repenteth” (vs. 7, 10). He 
even insists that the joy of Heaven over 
a repentant sinner is greater than the 
joy over those who need no repentance. 
This may be difficult to understand, and 
we can only grasp it as an extension of 
human experience. We know how. the 
joy of parents is more deeply felt over 
the restored health of a sick child than 
over the unbroken health of the others 
in the family, and also how a yearning 
mother would have a depth of joy over 
a returning prodigal more than over 
those who had caused her no pain—at 
least it is joy of a different sort. There 
can be no doubt that Jesus, ostensibly 
taking the Pharisees at their own esti- 
mate, was here telling them that God 
had more joy over a repentant sinner 
than over them. 

Outline of the Lesson 

1. The sorrow of losing (Luke 15:4, 8) 
2. The toil of seeking (vs. 4, 8) 

3. The joy of finding (vs. 5-7; 9, 10) 
Topics for Development 


A Remarkable Implication. The idea 
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Last Week's Lesson 


4. January 22.—Parables on Disciple- 
ship . : Luke 14 


Next Week's Lessen 


6. February 5.—Jesus Teaches Grati- 
tude Luke 17:1-19 








of the shepherd’s going out to find his 
lost sheep was not new to the Jews to 
whom Jesus spoke His parable. They 
would immediately recall the great pas- 
sage in Ezekiel where God speaks of 
Himself as the good shepherd who goes 
forth to seek his sheep that were gone 
astray (Ezek. 34:11-16). Here the Lord 
Jesus puts Himself in that very cate- 
gory. He claims to be that Shepherd, 
thus identifying Himself with the God 
of Israel. 

The Trinity. Many believe that we have 
in the three stories of Luke 15 repre- 
sentations of the three persons of the 
Godhead. In’ the story of the Lost 
Sheep we have the shepherd, and Jesus 
said of Himself, “I am the good shep- 
herd” (John 10:14). That is God, the 
Son. In the story of the lost coin we 
have a woman with a light and a broom. 
Many believe that this represents the 
work of the Holy Spirit, and we do 
know that He is the Spirit of light, and 
it is by His mighty exercises that we 
are brought out of darkness into light. 
In the story of the Lost Boy, we have 
the Father receiving the returning prod- 
igal, and bestowing upon him the tokens 
of sonship. There can be no doubt that 
we have here the threefold picture of 
God in His redemptive graces, and the 
suggestion that the three stories pre- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT effect had the teaching of 
Jesus on the taxgatherers and sin- 
ners? 

2. How did Jesus respond to invita- 
tions to meals in the homes of sinners? 

3. How did the Pharisees react to 
Christ’s attitude to the social outcasts? 

4. How much is included under the 
title “this parable” in verse 3 of our 
lesson? ’ 

5. What argument did Jesus use in 
defending His association with sinners? 

6. What is meant by “the wilderness” 
in verse 4?° 

7. What difference is there between 
the “lostness” of the sheep and that of 
the coin? 

8. What justification have we for say- 
ing that the “friends and neighbours” 
of verse 6 refer to the angels? 

9. How is the Trinity represented in 
Luke 15? 

10. Where does Christ present a pic- 
ture of the Pharisees? 


( Answers on page 35) 
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sent the particular activities of the three 
persons in the Godhead is at least pos- 
sible. 

Answering Critics. Not only did Jesus 
defend Himself against the criticism of 
the Pharisees and positively declared the 
joy of Heaven in the return of sinners, 
but in so doing He presented a picture 
of the Pharisees themselves as being 
completely out of sympathy with the 
whole work of God. This is implicit 
in the first two stories, but in the post- 
script to the story of the two sons He 
is quite explicit. The elder brother, 
who so murmured against the father’s 
enthusiastic reception of the returning 
prodigal, is the classic picture of the 
Pharisee, living on the basis of Law and 
rule, but having no fellowship with the 
Father’s heart of love. 


Practical Applications 

The sinner is repelled by hypocriti- 
cal righteousness, but he is drawn by 
sympathetic holiness. 

The Pharisees spurned sinners, but 
Jesus received them. Let us see that 
our spirit toward sinners is that of our 
Lord and not of the Pharisees. 

Christ went alone to the cross seeking 
His lost sheep, but it is our privilege 
to share His toil in bringing them to 
the fold. 

If we have Heaven's attitude toward 
the sinner, we shall share Heaven's joy 
in the salvation of the sinner. 

The shepherd and the woman both 
sought until they found; do not give up. 


Golden Text 

Luke 19:10.—“For the Son of man is 
come to seek and to save that which was 
lost.” The double meaning of “lost,” 
shown in the two stories of our. lesson 
(see Verse by Verse) is balanced by 
the two words, “seek” and “save.” That 
which is lost to God is sought, so as 
to be restored to Him. Lost men are 
saved in the sense of recovery. Yet 
the two are one. Away from God, we 
are lost; brought back to God, we’ are 
saved. 

ELMuurstT, ILL. 

ie 


From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTep HyMNS 
“I Will Sing of My Redeemer” 

“Come, Let Us Sing of a Wonderful Love” 

“I've Wandered Far Away From God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Open 
our eyes, Heavenly Father, to behold 
wondrous things out of Thy Word to- 
day. Receive our thanks for the Bible 
and freedom to use it. Forgive us that 
we neglect Thy Word or are hearers 
only, not doing its bidding. Cause us 
to see Thy truth for the treasure it is, 
to cherish it and to heed it. Bless and 
use all who take Thy message to people 
long denied it. Send great revival to 
Thy Church and prosper the cause of 
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Thy Son,in all lands. Guide and keep 
us through life’s tests and perils bring- 
ing us at last in joy and victory to Thy 
heavenly Home. Extend Thy mercy to 
all sufferers. Free the captives of sin 
and Satan, and enthrone our blessed 
Lord in this world that rejected Him. 
We ask all for His sake and glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It has been said 
that people may be divided into three 
classes: 1. Honest men, who mean to do 
right and do it. 2. Knaves, who mean 
to do wrong and do it. 3. Fools, who 
mean to do whichever of the two is 
pleasanter. The Prodigal seems to have 
been of the third class, foolishly in- 
clined to do what seemed the pleasanter 
thing, right or ‘wrong. It seemed a 
pleasanter life to be free from home re- 
straints, free from his father’s control, 
and on his own with a comfortable sum 
of money to spend. So, off he went 
to the far country for “a good time.” 
There it seemed pleasanter to have gay 
companions, though they were reckless 
of evil, and life became a gay whirl 
of wine, women, and song. But when 
he had spent all, his gay companions 
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found it convenient to seek other ,.com- 
pany. Brought at last to tending swine, 
he knew that the way that seemed most 
pleasant took in much unforeseen un- 
pleasantness. And that is always the 
result of putting what seems more pleas- 
ant before what is right. 

But there was a way back, the hum- 
bling way of owning up to his folly 
and sin and pleading for a servant's 
place on the home farm he had been so 
ready to leave. But when he took that 
way, how much better he was treated 
than he hoped or deserved! It is al- 
ways like that when we turn from the 
fool’s path of sinful pleasure back to 
the Heavenly Father whose control we 
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had cast off. A young man who had 
left home and gone wrong fell ill and 
grew despondent. Ashamed and fearful, 
he wrote asking if there was any pos- 
sibility of being received at home again. 
Back came a one-word telegram. It 
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read, “Home,” and was signed, “Father.” 
The Gospel is God’s telegram to all who 
have gone wrong but repented, welcom- 
ing them back to His love and care. 
Let not conscience make you linger, 
Nor of fitness fondly dream, 
All the fitness He requireth 


Is te feel your need of Him. 
—Joseph Hart. 


Cautcary, ALTA., CAN. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Then drew near unto him all the pub- 
licans and sinners .. .£” (Luke 15:1).— 
In last week’s lesson we had our Lord’s 
parables on discipleship. These con- 
cluded with the words, “He that hath 
ears to hear, let him hear” (14:35). It 
is clear from the opening verse of our 
present lesson that the publicans and 
sinners had such hearing ears. The 
Pharisees refused to give their ears the 
pleasure of hearing the Gospel from the 
lips of Him whom they admitted spake 
as “never man spake” (John 7:45-52). 

Everything depends on hearing Him 
aright—hearing with the ear of the 
heart, shall we say? In fact, the way 
of life is condensed into that one word 
“hear” in more than one - passage of 
Scripture. “Hear, and your soul shall 
live” (Isa. 55:3; John 5:25). 

Horatius Bonar relates the story of his 
conversion in a beautiful hymn, one 
stanza of which says: : 

I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

“Come unto Me and rest; 

Lay down, thou weary one, 

Thy head upon My breast!” 

I came to Jesus as I was, 

Weary, and worn, and sad; 

I found in Him a resting place, 

And He has made me glad, 


lay down 


“This man receiveth sinners, and eat- 
eth with them” (Luke 15:2).—The self- 
righteous Pharisees uttered the words in 
mockery, as though it were positive 
proof that He was not of God. But 
in very truth the Lord Jesus received 
sinners and ate with them. On another 
occasion, He said, “I came not to call 
the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance” (Luke 5:32). The Spirit of God 
through the Apostle Paul thrillingly says, 
“This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners...” (1 
Tim. 1:15). 

The memory text in connection with 
this lesson assures us that the “Son of 
man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Luke 19:10). 

D. L, Moody is credited with saying, 
“If Christ had declined to associate with 
sinners, He would have had a lonely 
time on earth.” 

An elder in a’ certain church was in 
deep darkness and distress for weeks; 
but one Sunday after the preacher had 
made it crystal clear that it was sinners 
Christ Jesus came to save, the elder’s 
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spiritual condition 
changed. 

When he was asked to explain how 
this happy change came about, he said: 


“I had been making a great mistake. 


was completely 


«as! had always approached the Lord as be- 


ing something better than I actually was; 
but this afternoon I came as a sinner, 
and oh, I received such a welcome from 
the Saviour!” 

“_.. go after that which is lost...” 
(Luke 15:4).—The Pharisees would go 
after material things which were lost, 
such as sheep and coins, but they mani- 
fested no interest in souls, 

In the parable of our Lord, the sheep, 
the coin, and the son were lost! I. M. 
Haldeman called this “The Threefold 
Parable” and said that it was “the one 
parable which illustrates God’s Way, 
God’s Grace, and God’s Joy in saving 
the sinner, whether he be a wanderer 
(like the sheep), a lost value (as the 
coin), or a squanderer (as the prodi- 
gal).” 

I cannot recall ever applying this par- 
able to the unsaved without having 
someone challenge me and question the 
accuracy of the application. In the opin- 
ion of such, the application must be 
limited to backsliders. 

I assure all such that I have no quarrel 
with those who apply the parable to 
backsliders—but I urge them to con- 
sider seriously the deep meaning of the 
words “lost” and#‘dead” as uSed in it. 
I have no hesitancy whatever in apply- 
ing it to those who are lost, and dead 
in trespasses and sins. 

A gentleman was enjoying the comforts 
of his fine home, while a blizzard raged 
outside. About midnight he heard a 
strange sound. Opening a window, he 
distinguished a human voice at a great 
distance crying in piteous tones, “Lost! 
Lost! Lost!” Hurriedly summoning help, 
he went in the direction of the voice, 
and succeeded in finding a boy who had 
lost his way in the blizzard. Are we 
attentive enough to hear the cries of the 
lost at home and abroad? 

“.. joy shall be in heaven over one 
sinner that repenteth” (Luke 15:7).— 
One great lesson of the parable is— 
the joy of Heaven over a penitent sinner. 
The shepherd, the woman, and the 
father all rejoice when the lost is found 
—whether it be a sheep, a coin, or a 
son. It is thrilling to know on the 
authority of the Lord Jesus, that Heaven 
rejoices when a sinner repents. 

We have read a story from real life 
regarding a missing child—the heir to 
a vast fortune. He had been decoyed 
from his home, and was last seen when 
a band of gypsies had been in the 
neighborhood of his palatial home. 

Rewards had been offered for his re- 
turn, but without success. Years after- 
ward, the parents were driving along 
a highway when they saw a tribe of 
gypsies passing by. In the midst of 


them was a person attired in tatters, 
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carrying a heavy burden. An eye and 
a countenance met theirs which could 
not be mistaken. A shriek of mingled 
terror and delight was heard. The 
mother in frantic joy leaped from her 
seat, and clasped that bundle of rags 
and squalor in her arms; her son, who 
had been long lost, was found! The 
castle-was a scene of festivity that night. 
Friends and neighbors gathered and 
were feasted. Even the firesides of the 
poor were made brighter and happier 
by the finding of the lost one! The 
hymn writer expressed Heaven’s joy as 
follows: 

There arose a cry to the gate of Heaven, 

“Rejoce! I have found My sheep!” 
And the angels echoed around the throne, 
“Rejoice, for the Lord brings back His 
own!” 
—Elizabeth Clephane, 
Wawona, CALIF. 
4 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, it is not easy to find a 

story that will compare with our 
Lord’s wonderful parables, considering 
especially the three graphic narratives 
recorded in Luke 15—the Lost Sheep, 
the Lost Coin, and the Lost Boy, for He 
spoke as “never man spake.” But I 


once heard a touching shepherd story’ 


that stirred me deeply. 

It was about a shepherd who lived 
in the hills of Scotland and who had a 
very intelligent and faithful collie that 
helped him tend his sheep. One after- 
noon a severe snowstorm came up sud- 
denly and the shepherd and his dog 
went out to herd the sheep into the 
fold for safety. The storm grew fiercer 
and fiercer and black night had settled 
down before they succeeded in gather- 
ing the flock into the shelter. 

The dog had done a heroic piece of 
work, plowing through snow drifts on 
the mountainsides and into the ravines, 
to round up the last straggler, as her 
master’s voice urged her on. Finally 
they reached the fold, and the shep- 
herd penned the sheep in, safe and se- 
cure, while the collie, cold and wet, 
sought out her puppies in a corner of 
the’ shed, and, almost exhausted, lay 
down beside them to rest and at the 
same time give them their supper. 

Meantime, the shepherd, to make sure, 
counted the sheep in the fold to see if 
all were there. One was missing. He 
went to the shed where the collie lay 
with her little ones, and as the light 
of his lantern fell upon them he almost 
changed his mind, it seemed a pity to 
send the dog back to the hills into the 
storm now raging worse than ever. But 
a lamb was out there, perhaps perishing, 
if not already frozen. So he spoke to 
the collie: “Awa bye, girlie, there’s an- 
other yet—awa bye!” and he pointed 
to the door. The collie understood; she 
raised her head and looked at the shep- 
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herd as though she was trying to say, 
“No, no, Master, how can I go out again 
tonight?” But the shepherd was firm: 
“Aye, awa bye, it’s a lamb, lost, awa 
bye!” The dog understood it, and slowly 
at first she shook herself loose from her 
puppies and dashed out of the door. 

It was a long wait for the anxious 
shepherd, but he stayed up and watched 
and listened. Sometime after midnight 
there was a faint scratching at the door, 
and there was the collie with the lamb 
which she had literally dragged through 
the snow. But it was still alive and 
the shepherd took it into his own room 
for the night. When he had gotten the 
little stray sheep comfortably warm and 
covered, he went back to the shed to 
see about the collie. This time his lan- 
tern light fell upon six little collie pups 
tugging at the breasts of a dead mother. 

In Jesus’ story it was the shepherd 
himself who went into the hills to bring 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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back the one sheep that had strayed and 
was lost. And by that story He was in 
a way preparing His disciples for the 
climax of Calvary; for He not only came 
to seek and to save that which was lost, 
but the Good Shepherd gave His life 
for His sheep. You and I are the sheep. 


But none of the ransomed ever knew 
How deep were the waters crossed; 
Nor how dark was the night that the 
Lord passed through 
Ere He found His sheep that was lost, 
Out in the desert He heard its cry— 
Sick and helpless and ready to die— 
Sick and helpless and ready to die. 
“Lord, whence are those blood-drops all 
the way 
That mark out the mountain's track?” 
“They were shed for one who had gone 
astray , 
Ere the Shepherd could bring him back,” 
“Lord, whence are Thy hands so rent and 


torn?” 

“They are pierced tonight by many a 
thorn— 

They are pierced tonight by many a 
thorn,” 


Fellows, if you and I could live a 
million years here on earth we could 
never pay Him back, but He does ex- 
pect us to give Him what we have. 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
ve 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


WO visitors today! How lovely! 

And you girls have come when we 
are going to study one of the chapters 
in the Bible that I especially love, Luke 
15. Do you know why I love it so 
much? Because all three stories it con- 
tains show how much God is interested 
in us. His power is so great that He 
could create a universe by a word; and 
yet, because of His love for us, He is 
willing to answer a short prayer about 
a small matter that troubles us. Here 
is an answer the Lord gave me this week: 
Our principal’s nephew died, and I 
wanted to order flowers for the funeral, 
but couldn’t get the florist’s shop on the 
phone from my home. I decided to try 
to call as soon as I reached school next 
morning, if the principal was not in the 
office. But he was, and another teacher 
was there, too. I prayed, “Lord, please 
take him out of the office so I can phone 
the order.” Almost immediately he said, 
“T have an errand to attend to. Could 
one of you care for the office for five 
minutes or so?” I agreed at once. He 
grabbed his coat and went out of the 
door. Before he got back the phone 
call, ordering flowers for his nephew’s 
funeral, was completed. 

Sometimes people say that things like 
this are just coincidences, but they hap- 
pen so often that it is impossible to 
attribute thém to chance. Now—let’s 
read Luke 15:1, 2. Here we see the pub- 
licans and sinners drawing near to the 
Son of God. Although He was abso- 


lutely holy, He did not move away from 
them. His attitude toward them was so 
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kind that His enemies said, “This man 
receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.” 
His enemies often told lies about Him, 
but this was blessedly true. If Jesus 
did not receive sinners, there would be 
no hope for any of us. 

Our Saviour did not answer this taunt. 
He told three different parables which 
reveal God’s attitude to sinners. All 
three parables are about lost things. 
Let’s read the first one in verses 4-7. 
How long did the shepherd hunt for 
the lost sheep? (It doesn’t tell.) No, 
it doesn’t tell the time, but it says some- 
thing about it. (He hunted until he 
found it.) Right. Over and over in 
the Bible the Lord Jesus is pictured as 


a shepherd. Last quarter we learned 
a verse about that. Who remembers 
John 10:11? (“I am the good shepherd: 


the good shepherd giveth his life for the 
sheep.”) Good. Our Saviour is called 
the good shepherd. He died for us, but 
He rose again. He is living now and 


wants to take each of us safely to 
Heaven. How do we know that He is 
risen? Our’ memory verse for today 


from the Resurrection card tells one 
proof. “He was seen of above five hun- 
dred brethren at once” (1 Cor. 15:6). 
Let us ask our visitors to read the first 
four questions on the card, and we'll 
try to give the answers from memory. 

After the shepherd found the lost 
sheep, how did he carry it home? (On 
his shoulders.) He must have held its 
two front legs over one shoulder and 
its two hind legs over his other shoul- 
der. How very safe that sheep was! 
There is a sweet thought connected with 
this. Isaiah 9:6 states that the govern- 
ment of the world “shall be upon his 
shoulder.” Christ is so great that one 
shoulder can support the government 
of the world, but because He loves His 
sheep so dearly, He carries it upon His 
shoulders! 

Luke 15:6 suggests the joy there is on 
earth when a sinner is saved. But, 
amazing fact!—The salvation of even one 
sinner adds to the joy in Heaven (v. 7). 
Think how much the Lord must care 
for each one. 

Verses 8-10 tell about the Lost Coin. 
Here the sinner is pictured by money, 
for God considers him valuable, so pre- 
cious in fact that He gave His Sor to 
die in his stead. And again we read 
of the joy the angels see and share when 
a sinner repents. 

Now let us read about the Lost Son, 
the last and most interesting story of 
the three. Read verses 11-16. Here 
we are introduced to a young man who 
asked his father to give him his share 
of the property at once. He couldn’t 
wait to inherit it when his father should 
die. And then having gotten it, he de- 
liberately “lost” himself. That is, he 
fvent by his own choice into a far coun- 
try, and there wasted it all in drunken 
parties, and such things. He must have 
known that all this would grieve his 
father, but apparently he didn’t care. 
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His love for himself and his own way 
was much stronger than his love for 
his father. Notice in verses 14-16 that 
after his money was gone he got des- 
perately hungry, but “no man gave unto 
him.” His companions in riotous living 
were vastly different from his father. 
They did not care for him at all, only 
for his money. How very hungry he 
must have been to covet pigs’ food! 

In verses 17-19 we find the young man 
at last realizing his condition. He was 
slowly starving to death, yet even his 
father’s servants had food enough and 
to spare. Then he realized that it was 


.Sin which had brought him to this con- 


What did he decide to ask his 
(Take him for a 


dition. 
father to do for him? 


hired man.) Right. And so he started 
back home. Read verse 20. What a 
wonderful father he had! The father 


must have been -watching for him, or 
he wouldn't have seen him when he was 
“a great way off.” He ran to meet him, 
and hugged and kissed him. Read verse 
21 and then look back at verse 19 to 
see how much of his planned speech 
the young man had an opportunity to 
give. 

Read verses 22-24 to see the joy of 
that home. The son enters it clothed 
in the best robe, with a ring to remind 
him of the love surrounding him, and 
with shoes on his feet. Then they sit 
down to a feast, with everyone full of 
joy. The father’s joy seems to be the 
greatest of all. Notice at this feast 
“they began to be merry.” There is no 
record that they ever stopped! Every 
time a sinner comes to Christ for for- 
giveness he adds permanently. to the joy 
of Heaven. The son found is the great- 
est cause for rejoicing in this whole 
chapter. . The father in this story gives 
us a faint picture of the heart of God. 
God loves you. Have you let Him find 
you? If you have not, you are lost. 
If He has found you, thank Him again 
for the wonderful gift of the Saviour 
and pray that others may be found. I 
would be glad to talk to anyone after 
class about what it means to let the 
Lord find: you. 





During this quarter we are using the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card, “The Resurrection,” for 
memory work. These cards may be ordered 
from Miss V. D. Gunderson, Box 717, Fern- 
dale, Wash., 20 cents a dozen, postpaid. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 
Topic and Scripture: 
Finding What Is Lost (Luke 15:1-10) 


OR a brief review of this month’s 

lessons sketch a simple outline of: 
lamp, dish, bird, flower, table, tree. In 
connection with the table and party 
manners, reference may be made to the 
Valentine party if one is planned as sug- 
gested in the last article. Ask each child 
in the class to be ready to give a Bible 








ne Have You Tried HIGLEY’S 


verse with the word “heart” or “love” in Sunday School Lesson COMMENTARY? 


it. Have some references ready next 
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story of the lost sheep in the visual ; - with four unique teaching We will send samples of our new 1956 all- 
booklet, “Snowflake,” 4 or a flannelgraph plans. Supply all your teach- | occasion greeting cards and gifts. Show them 


= > ers and see the e ect — zeal, to friends and neighbors—toke their orders— 
of the Lost Son. If really handicapped Bible knowledge, increase in | "4 eo" up to 100% profit for yourself. 
children are invited to this party, see 
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that suitable games in which they may 
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warning given, read Luke 3:9 and Psalm eS 
86:5 from the Bible. The Lord told a 
secret about what happens in Heaven 


when a sinner is sorry and changes his ‘ 
ways. ““There is joy in the presence of Reach more children 
the angels of God over one sinner that 
repenteth” (Luke 15:10). God will not 
only forgive the bad one, but is happy 1 ° 
to! Yes, and He is hunting for him through Concordia’s all-new 
through the Lord Jesus. “The Son of 
man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Luke 19:10, Memory 
Verse). To help the poor bad people eWewe 
know how much God wants them, the 
Lord Jesus told stories about three lost ; 
things. Now put out your hands as 
for “Button! Button!” and I will slip for 56 
into three hands tiny pictures. You may 
tell about the picture you get (sheep, 
coin, boy). 

Frank has stopped coming to Sunday 
school. Do you think God cares? After 


ed 






















Replanned and restyled through all five departments, to 
give your youngsters the most workable Christ-centered 


all, there are nine of us here. What program ever. Colorful, with variety children like, easy / 
difference would one more make to God? for the leader to teach. Act now. Let the 
If Frank came back, would God be more ‘56 course —God's Children 

glad over him than over the rest of us Pray” help you leod more 


in Sunday school? Find a verse in Luke 
15 that might mean that (v. 7). Can 
you help the Lord Jesus find Frank and 
bring him back? 

Do you know where the women in 
the Lord. Jesus’ day kept their money 
instead of putting it in the bank? (Show 
a picture such as the National Geo- 
graphic Magazine, Dec., 1926, Pl. XIX, or 
Dec., 1927, p. 643.) But a coin in the 
dirt on the floor—they had dirt ‘floors 
in those days—was no good, and would 
get more and more covered up and 
harder to find. Dirt is like sin. The 
longer a boy or girl stays on in it, the 
harder it will be, but the Lord Jesus is 
still looking for you. You know about 

the lies you tell, your temper, how dis- 
\ obedient and saucy you are, how the 
teacher has to scold you; and all the 
other bad things. Today the Lord Jesus 
is shining the light of His love on you, 
trying to sweep away everything that 
would keep you from Him, and get His 
loving hand on you, the hand with the 
} scar in it. You know how He got that 
sear? Oh, if you only knew how much 
God loves you—you and you and you 
and you! 

With whom does God share His joy 
when Frank, or you, or anyone else 
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children to the Savior. 
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joy, joy, joy, joy, down in my heart,” 
may be rephrased to “There is great 
joy, joy, joy, joy, joy up in Heaven,” 
and “One sinner has repented down 
in his heart.” 





Bible Supply Station, 113 E. 
70c, or your Chris- 


1 “Snowflake,” 
8th Ave., Topeka, Kans., 
tian bookstore. 

Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 


By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ODAY’S lesson holds many oppor- 

tunities for the Primary teacher who 
plans well for her class. This would 
be a good day to start teaching an old 
hymn that speaks of the Lord Jesus as 
the shepherd. (By the way, it is very 
important that the Primaries be taught 
some of the lovely hymns of the church. 
They can be taught: them. They will 
love singing them. Usually, if you ask 
a child which song he likes best, he will 
surprise you by saying, “In the Garden” 
or “The Old Rugged Cross.” Let us 
teach our children more hymns!) 

The hymn, “Saviour, Like a Shepherd 
Lead Us,” lends itself well to illustra- 
tion. Visualize each phrase, if possible, 
with a picture. Where you cannot use 
a picture, use a printed word or two. 
(It will slow down the Primary child 
if he has to read many words.) Place 
each picture on a separate piece of col- 
ored construction paper. (Magazine pic- 
tures are delightful!) Us. these as flash 
cards, showing one picture at a time. 

“The opening line of this hymn could 
be illustrated with a picture of Sallman’s 
head of Christ. Then, whenever you 
come to the line, “Blessed Jesus, blessed 
Jesus,” you could use this same picture. 
The second line of the hymn, “Much 
we need Thy tender care,” could be 
illustrated by a picture of the Good 
Shepherd. Or, if you prefer, show pic- 
tures of Primary-age children in haz- 
ardous places. Be most careful to ex- 
plain fully and clearly the meaning of 
all of the words in the hymn, as well 
as the meaning of the pictures that rep- 
resent the words. 

Next Sunday review the first stanza 
and add the second. The following Sun- 
day review the first two stanzas and add 
the third. You will remember, of course, 
that whoever said that the most impor- 
tant part of teaching is review, review, 
review was and is right! So be certain 
to review. Once you have taught a 
hymn, repeat it at frequent intervals so 
it is not forgotten. How delighted your 
children will be when the hymns that 
they know are sung in church service! 

The story today should have a prac- 
tical application to the hearts of the 
children. Why not, therefore, weave in- 
a verse of Scripture that gives the ap- 
plication of this parable? The verse is 
Isaiah 53:6. At the proper time, as you 
visualize it. 
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a 
Using four pictures of sheep, print a 
word on each one, “All — we — like — 
sheep.” On brown paper cut it into 
the shape of a road, print, “have gone 
astray.” The next several words can 
each be on separate papers, “we — have 
— turned — every — one — to — his — 
own — way.” On a circle print, “the 
Lord” (for He has no beginning and no 
end—as the circle). The words, “hath 
laid on him” should go on a red cross. 
“The iniquity of us all,” should be 
printed on a black heart in white.1 

One of the Wfustrated Gospel Story 
Booklets entitled “Snowflake” 2 is a de- 
lightful way of telling this familiar par- 
able. It tells in the first person the 
story of the sheep that was lost. “Snow- 
flake” is the sheep, and he gives his own 
story. Each page of the book has one 
picture and is used in book fashion, 
rather than on the flannel board. This 
is especially fine (both the story and the 
method) for Primaries. 

We trust that you will take the oppor- 
tunity of giving a clear and definite 
invitation to the children to receive the 
Lord Jesus Christ as Saviour. Take 
time to deal with each one personally 
at the close of school. In dealing with 
a child (or anyone else!) you should 
remember to show him: (1) His need 
of salvation; (2) The way of salvation; 
(3) Help him to accept salvation; (4) 
Give him assurance of salvation; (5) 
Encourage him to confess Christ to 
others. 

Do not have anything emotional or 
demonstrative. Let him formulate his 
own prayer. You pray with him. Trust 
the Holy Spirit to do His office work. 





1As suggested and illustrated in the book, 
“Eight Lessons From Nature,” published by 
International Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
Box 616, Pacific Palisades, Calif. Price. $1.25 

2May be purchased locally in a Christian 
bookstore or from the publishers, Bible Sup- 
ply Station, 113 E. 8th Ave., Topeka, Kans. 
Price, 70c. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, pestpaid, from the same address. 


The Master Is Come and Calleth for 
Thee.—For the Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost (Luke 
19:10, Golden Text). Major Whittle told 
the story of an old Quaker named Hart- 
man, whose son had enlisted in the army, 
There was a dreadful battle, and the old 
father started to the scene to learn some- 
thing concerning his boy. The officer 
of the day told him that he had not 
answered to his name, and that there 
was every reason to believe he was dead. 
This did not satisfy the father, so he 
started across the battlefield, stooping 














Lesson for January 29 


down to turn over the face of first this 
one and then that one. The night came 
on, and then with a lantern he con; 
tinued his search. Suddenly the wind, 
blowing a gale, extinguished his lantern, 
and he stood there in the dark- 
ness hardly knowing what to do. His 
fatherly ingenuity, strength, and affec- 
tion prompted him to call out his son’s 
name, and so he stcod and shouted, 
“John Hartman, thy father calleth thee!” 
All about him he could hear the groans 
of the dying, and someone saying, “Oh, 
if that were only my father!” He con- 
tinued his cry with more pathos and 
power until at last in the distance he 
heard his boy’s voice crying tremblingly, 
“Here, Father!” Taking him in his arms 
he bore him to headquarters, and nursed 
him back to health and strength. Over 
the battlefield of the slain today walks 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, searching 
for His own lost, wounded children.— 
From the Illustrator. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. Prize illustration. 


He Did the Rest.—Then drew near 
unto him all the ... sinners for to hear 
him (Luke 15:1). “Why do you want to 
join the church?” asked the pastor of a 
New England boy. “Because I want to 
show that I am a saved sinner.” “Do 
you feel that you are saved?” “Yes, 
sir.” “Who saved you?” “It is the work 
of Jesus Christ and myself.” “Of your- 
self? What was your share of the work 
of your salvation?” “I repented, and 
Jesus did the rest."—From “Our Mis- 
understood Bible,’ by H. Clay Trum- 
bull. Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, 
Sunbury, Pa, 


No Limit to God’s Love.—This man 
receiveth sinners (Luke 15:2). I met a 
man the other day who lived like the 
Prodigal; wasted the substance of body 
and brain in riotous living. A magnifi- 
cent wreck he was. A man who stood 
as I have seen a tree stand after a fire 
had swept through the forest—blasted 
and charred to the very core, al] the 
life and vigor burned out of it; yet keep- 
ing its magnificent girth and symmetry 
of proportion, even to the topmost bough. 
So the man stood. I took him kindly by 
the hand, and said, “Friend, there is 
hope in your future yet.” He drew him- 
self slowly up until he stood at his 
straightest, looked me steadily in the 
eye, and said, “Do you mean to say, Mr. 
Murray, that if I went tonight to God 
He would pardon such a wretch as I?” 
See how he misunderstood God! See 
how we all misunderstand Him! Pardon! 
Is there anyone He will not pardon? 
Is there a stagnant pool on the face of 
the whole earth so dark, so reeking 
with rottenness and mire, that the sun 
scorns to shine on it? And is there a 
man so low, so coarse and brutal, that 
God’s love does not seek him out? How 
is this world to be redeemed if you put 
a limit to God’s love? How is the great 


mass of humanity to be washed and 
if God’s thoughts are like our 


lifted 
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thoughts and His ways like our ways? 
It is because He does not love as we 
do, because He does not act as we do 
that I have any hope for my race— 
that I have hope for myself.—From the 
IHustrator. Sent by Nena T. Dickerson, 
Chillicothe, Ill. 


If That Boy Were Your Boy.—If he 
lose one of them (Luke 15:4). A cer- 
tain distinguished man made a speech in 
opening a boys’ hoste] in which he said, 
“It will have been worth opening this 
hostel, and worth all the expense and 
work entailed in carrying it on, if only 
one boy is saved through its work.” 
Afterward a friend took him to task, 
saying, “Don’t you think it was an ex- 
aggeration to say it was worth having 
the hostel if only one boy was saved 
through its work?” “Not if that boy 
were my boy,” was the reply.—From a 
tale told by Sir Norman Birkett over 
the radio, Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Close to His Heart.—He layeth it on 
his shoulders (Luke 15:5). P. W. Phil- 
pott tells how he was called one night 
to a house of shame to see a girl who 
was dying. While he was wondering 
what he could say to her, she solved 
the problem by asking if there was not 
a story in the Bible of a sheep that had 
gone astray, and of the shepherd who 
had gone after it and brought it back 
again. “Yes,” said he, “that is the story 
of the ninety and nine and the one that 
went astray.” “Yes,” she murmured 
over and over, “the one that went 
astray.” He turned in his Bible and 
read it, and then to John’s account of 








This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are'on page 29) 

1. It had a strong appeal for them 
(Luke 15:1). 

2. He accepted them as freely as He 
did invitations to the homes of Phari- 
sees. 

3. They were horrified, and made it 
a-matter of criticism (Luke 16:2). 

4. All three stories related in the rest 
of the chapter. 

5. He appealed to the practice of men 
to give their attention to what is lost. 

6. Pasture land. 

7. The shepherd refers to the experi- 
ence of the sheep’s being lost (v. 6), while 
the woman refers to her loss of the coin 
(v. 9). 

8. See verse 10. 

9. Many believe that God the Son is 
represented in the story of the Lost 
Sheep, God the Holy Spirit in the story 
of the Lost Coin, and God the Father in 
the story of the Lost Boy. 

10. Ih the elder son of the story of the 
prodigal (vs. 25-32). 

ELmuurstT, ILL. 
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the view of becoming an employee of the 
company when the occasion for such em- 
ployment arises. Please write to Box No. 
731, The Sunday School Times Company, 
325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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the Good Shepherd who gave eternal 
life to the sheep. He knelt to pray, 


and the other girls of the place knelt : 


sobbing by their companion’s bed. As 
the minister concluded, the girl ex- 
claimed, “Oh, it is wonderful! The Good 
Shepherd has found me, and is holding 
me to his heart!” The next day she 
died but full of joy and saying the same 
words. Years later one of the girls there 
that night met Dr. Philpott and told him, 
“That morning when the Good Shepherd 
brought Mary in on one shoulder, I came 
im on the other.”—Condensed from Good 
News Broadcaster. Sent by B. M. Dob- 
bin, Richmond, Kans, 


The Reward of Patience.—Seek dili- 
gently till she find it (Luke 15:8). John 
and Charles Wesley were blessed with 
a patient mother. At one time her hus- 
band said, “I marvel at your patience! 
You have told that child the same thing 
twenty times!” Susanna Wesley looked 
fondly at the designated child. The lit- 
tle one at last understood her kind in- 
structions. She said, “Had I spoken the 
matter only nineteen times, I should 
have lost all my labor.” 

To that same man? Ah, Lord, but why? 

He has let mercy’s hour go by, 

Meeting Thy kindness with disdain, 

Goest Thou hither, Lord, again? 


Ah, yes, because this day may see 
That man disposed to welcome Me; 
This very day that man may call, 
Finding he needs Me, after all. 
—From Choice Gleanings Calendar. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


What God Can Make of a Sinner.— 
Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy 
in the presence of the angels of God 
over One sinner that repenteth (Luke 
15:10). A woman who, according to her 
own testimony, had been “a great sin- 
ner,” was led to the Lord by a fellow 
factory worker. After she found Christ 
she said to her friend, “I can’t properly 
take it in yet—it’s too wonderful—but 
according to that verse you gave me 
today I have caused joy in Heaven, 
among the angels. Just think of it— 
me, a woman most people look down on!” 
When her friend reminded her that she 
now was “a new creature” in Christ, 
the poor woman said, “Oh, God helping 
me, I’ll make exerybody in this factory 
see what He can make out of a poor 
sinner.” In telling this story the friend 
added: “I’m glad to be able to tell you 
that her life is surely telling for the 
Lord in a real way. Some of our work- 
ers resent her changed life, but, believe 
me, they see the great change, and re- 
spect her.”—From a radio sermon, Sent 
by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, for 
its readers; and for God’s blessing on 
the contents of the paper. 
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Children at Home 
A Pocketbook for General Gates 


Founded on fact . 
By Esther O. Smith 


OSINA heard the sound of footsteps 

on the stairs and she knew that 
Sister Johanna was on her way to the 
kitchen. Then she remembered that it 
was her turn to help with the prepara- 
tion of breakfast. Twenty-five little 
girls lived in the Choir House and the 
older ones took turns in assisting with 
the household tasks. 

Rosina reached over to the bed next 
to hers and touched Liesel gently. 

“Time to get up, Liesel,” she whis- 
pered. “Will you wake Rachel?” 

Liesel yawned and sat up in bed. 
Then she shook Rachel, not too gently. 
The girls got out of bed and hurriedly 
dressed. They tied small aprons over 
full skirts and put on white caps with 
red bows on top. 

“Thump, thump, thump,” came the 
sound of horses’ hoofs. Rosina ran 
across the room and looked out of the 
dormer window. She saw a wagon 
drawn by two horses stop in front of 
the Choir House. Brother Benjamin got 
down from the driver’s seat, tethered 
the horses, and started toward the 
house. Rosina wondered what had 
brought him there so early in the morn- 
ing. No doubt he brought news. These 
were strange times. The Revolutionary 
War had caused changes in the lives 
of these peace-loving Moravians. Troops 
passed through Bethlehem, and tents were 
pitched on the lawn adjoining the Breth- 
rens’ House. 

Rosina tied her cap strings and hur- 
ried down the stairs, closely followed 
by Liesel and Rachel. Brother Benja- 
min had brought news. There had been 
a battle not far away, and it was 
rumored that General Gates was on his 
way to Bethlehem with five hundred 
men. 

“Have you been to the Brethren’s 
House?” asked Sister Johanna. 

“That I have,” replied Brother Ben- 
jamin. “The brethren are greatly dis- 
turbed by this news. Food is none too 
plentiful, but, of course, they are will- 
ing to share what they have.” 

“The sisters have just sent a supply 
of blankets in answer to a call from 
General Washington. We are doing all 
we can to help, but if General Gates 
arrives with five hundred men, well, 
Brother Benjamin, I don’t know what 
we'll do.” ; 

Sister Johanna placed a dish of sweet 
buns in front of Brother Benjamin and 
then she poured a cup of steaming coffee. 

The three little girls were busy set- 
ting the tables. When they had finished, 
Rosina went to the foot of the stairs 
and rang the bell. Soon there was a 
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sound of activity in the rooms above. 
It was good to hear the happy voices 
of the little girls as they dressed. 

Brother Benjamin took his leave. 
Rosina went over to the fireplace and 
stirred the porridge that was bubbling 
in the big copper pot. Liese] and Rachel 
went out to the well and filled a large 
bucket with water. When they returned 
to the kitchen, the girls were standing 
behind their chairs and they quietly 
took their places. Heads were bowed 
while Sister Johanna asked the blessing 
and then they sang: 

Lord, at all times, mayest Thou within us 

find 
A loving spirit and a childlike mind, 
And from Thy wounds may we receive 


the power, a 
Through all life’s weal and woe in every 
hour, 


To cling to Thee, 

When breakfast was over and the 
tables cleared, Rosina ran out to the 
front yard to see if Sister Rose Anna 
was coming. Sister Rose Anna came 
over from the Sisters’ House every day 
to help with the teaching of the little 
girls. 

Suddenly Rosina heard a_ sound. 
“Tramp, tramp, tramp.” That was the 
sound of marching feet. It must be 
General Gates and his five hundred 
men, 

Looking down the road, she saw the 
soldiers as they turned and marched 
to the lawn next to the Brethren’s House. 
Rosina had never seen so many soldiers. 
She watched until the last one turned 
off the road and then came a rumbling 
line of wagons. She ran back to the 
kitchen and cried to Sister Johanna, 
“General Gates and his five hundred 
men are here.” 

General Gates and his men stayed in 
Bethlehem for a week, and it was a 
busy time for everyone. The brethren 
nursed the wounded, who had been 
brought in the wagons. The sisters 
rolled bandages, and the little girls did 
their assigned tasks. They spent the 
morning in the schoolroom and in the 
afternoon they were busy in the work- 
room. Some were learning to spin and 
others sat with their heads bent over 
embroidery frames. There was mirth 
and laughter, and sometimes the girls 
sang. 

Sister Johanna moved among the lit- 
tle workers offering her assistance 
when she felt that it was needed. One 
afternoon when she paused at the group 
where Rosina was working, the little 
girl held up a_ beautifully worked 
pocketbook. 

“It is finished, Sister Johanna,” Ro- 
sina exclaimed. “After all these weeks 
my pocketbook is really finished.” 

“And a beautiful piece of work it is, 
Rosina,” said Sister Johanna in approval. 

During their stay in Bethlehem, Gen- 
eral Gates and his staff visited the vari- 
ous Choir Houses. The Choir System 
which the Moravians used to divide the 
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congregation into groups according to 
age and condition interested them. 

One afternoon word was received that 
General Gates was planning to visit the 
Little Girls’ House. What excitement this 
caused among the sisters and the little 
girls! 

“Come, change your dresses quickly,” 
said Sister Johanna. “You may put on 
your white dresses.” 

The girls realized that this must be 
a very special occasion if they were per- 
mitted to change their dresses of brown 
and gray for the pretty white ones. Ro- 
sina was especially happy at the thought 
of seeing a real general, and a little plan 
began to develop in her mind. 


General Gates and his staff arrived in 
midafternoon, and Sister Johanna wel- 
comed them cordially. When they had 
been shown through the Choir House, 
the general remarked that he would be 
pleased to hear the little girls sing. Sis- 
ter Rose Anna walked over to the harp- 
sichord and the tinkling sound of a 
hymn of praise was heard. The girls 
sang as only those who love music can 
sing. 

Attend me, Lord, in all my ways, 

Open my lips to sing Thy praise 

For blessings freely given, 
In all my journeys here below 
Let Thy kind presence with me go 
And grant me once to rest in Heaven, 

Several girls brought their zithers and 
began to play softly. Rosina slipped 
quietly from the room. She returned 
in a few minutes with her pocketbook 
in her hand. Rosina tiptoed over to 
Sister Johanna and spoke to her in a 
low tone. Sister Johanna nodded her 
head in the affirmative. 

There was silence for a moment when 
the girls finished playing théir zithers. 
Then Rosina walked shyly over to where 
General Gates was standing. 

“General Gates,” she said in a low 
voice, “I have just finished making this 
pocketbook and I would like to present 
it to you, if you will accept it.” 

General Gates took the’ beautifully 
embroidered pocketbook from Rosina’s 
outstretched hand. 

“You do me great honor, my little 
friend. I am most happy to accept your 
lovely gift. I shall cherish it always, 
as well as the memories of the kind 
treatment your people have extended to 
my men. The brethren in this village have 
witnessed faithfully to us. They have 
not tried to win members to their con- 
gregation, but they .have endeavored to 
win souls to the Lord Jesus Christ.” 

The general bowed low to Rosina. His 
gracious acceptance of her gift made her 
feel very happy. Rosina felt well paid 
for the many hours she had spent em- 
broidering the beautiful design on the 
pocketbook which she had presented to 
General Gates. | 





Nore: Several officers were so favor- 
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ably impressed with what they saw dur- 
ing their stay among the Moravians in 
Bethlehem that they sent their daugh- 
ters to the Girl’s School. Among these 
girls was Anna, the niece of Gen. Ethan 
Allen. 


HAVRE DE GRACE, MD, 
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The Expanding Ministry of Tracts 
(Continued from page 25) 


to Formosa from California is only $36.50. 
There are 4,000 new enrollees in Mr. 
Hillis’s Bible courses each month and the 
time may come when China will again 
be open, 

Gospel Tracts, Unlimited, we may add, 
has a system of amalgamation of orders 
and shipments which makes for better 
planning, longer press runs, and the 
use of economical shipping rates by sea, 
so that as many as 2,500 tracts can be 
printed and delivered to some foreign 
land for $5. Instead of sending a small 
amount to one missionary at a time, 
they combine them in one printing order 
and ship to one central point abroad 
whence they are distributed to those 
ordering. This makes for economy. 


Programs for the Day of Prayer 


HE World Day of Prayer will be ob- 
served again this year on Friday, 
February 17. To provide sound material 
for its observance the National Associa- 
tion of Evangelitals and The American 
Council of Christian Churches have both 
issued posters and programs as they have 
been doing for several years. 
“The Spirit of Power” is the NAE 
theme, based on 2 Timothy 1:7. The 





. arrangement of the program provides 


plenty of time for prayer with emphasis 
on local situations and individual re- 
quests. The service includes responsive 
readings and hymns, and brief messages 
from selected speakers are encouraged. 
Posters and worship booklets may be 
obtained, free of charge, from the Na- 
tional Association of Evangelicals, 108 
North Main Street, Wheaton, Ill. 

The theme of the ACCC program is 
“Christ Is the Answer,” based on John 
14:13, 14. The booklet contains a full 
program, including hymns, responses for 
leader and people, and several seasons 
of prayer including suggestions. The 
Council has also issued posters, which 
like the programs are sent without finan. 
cial obligation to churches requesting 
them. These may be obtained from The 
American Council of Christian Churches, 
15 Park Row, New York 38. 

While no charge is made for the NAE 
and ACCC programs and posters, both 
organizations will appreciate freewill 
offerings: to help cover the cost. Orders 
should be sent in at once. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 








Abandoned to Christ. By L. E. Maxwell 
(Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co.,Grand Rapids 
3, Mich., $3.) The well-known principal 
of the Prairie Bible Institute and editor 
of the Prairie Overcomer in this third 
book presents twenty-six messages on 
the life that is out-and-out for God. 
They are well supported by Scripture, 
many being built around key texts, 
and there are appropriate illustrations 
taken from Mr. Maxwell’s experience 
as teacher and preacher. All are marked 
by the fervor and sense of urgency 
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Midwest Card Ce., 1113 Washington Ave., Dept. 675H St. Lowis 1, Mo. 


CHOIR COWNS 


Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
Communion Linens—Table Scurves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 
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Help Is Needed 


For Destitute Hebrew Christian Children 
















; = pes. 
Gene of our orphans at the dining table 


Only by the support and contributions from 
ALL Christians can we maintain our established 
missions in the United States, Europe, and the 
Holy Land, and our 


Unique ORPHANAGE in Haifa 
Your love gift will care for an orphan. 


HELP US to carry on the work of CHRIST 
amongst these hungry and needy Christian children. 


WITH YOUR HELP they are being trans- 
formed out of misery into happiness and health 
loving their Lord and Saviour. 


SEND YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TODAY 
Address all communications to: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 


252 N. Dillon Street Dept. ST Los Angeles 26, Calif. 


This Mission for over half a century has been en- 
dorsed by renowned Christian leaders in the United 


States and Europe. 
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which characterize his spoken and writ- 
ten messages, They constitute a treatise 
on how to live a victorious and fruit- 
ful life, and stimulate the reader to 
want to live such a life. 


Particularly good are the chapters on 
“True Consecration,” “Bondage and 
Deliverance,” “Victory Over Sin,” “Res- 
urrection Life,” and “The Race and the 
Crown.” There are good expositions of 
Romans 6 and 7. There are chapters on 
missions; but the title of the one—‘Con- 
flict in Missions’—may be a little mis- 
leading, for it has to do not with con- 
flict on the mission field, but mainly the 
reluctance of parents to let their chil- 
dren go. Mr. Maxwell tells briefly of 
‘some of his own experiences on a trip to 
the Near East and Africa, where he 
ministered to missionaries. 


Two other unusual chapters are “First 
Last, and Last First,” being a fine ex- 
position of the parable of the Laborers, 
with a needed mesSage for today; and 
“The Will of God,” dealing with a prob- 
lem that faces every conscientious Chris- 
tian worker. Here Mr. Maxwell an- 
swers the question, “How can I know 
and prove the will of God?” 

As all who know Mr. Maxwell would 
expect, there are many memorable say- 
ings throughout the book. Some ex- 
amples: consecration “is saying one 
eternal ‘Yes’ to God.” Speaking of Ro- 
mans 7, “Our real trouble is that we 
do not easily learn to despair of self- 
improvement.” “Christians are used to 
truth. They~«can stand up against a 
barrage of good doctrine and never bat 
an eye, never shed a tear, never feel a 
pain or a pang.” “We died with Christ. 
This great fact is not only the founda- 
tion of all righ:eousness, but also the 
fountain of all holiness.” Many Chris- 
tians “are more afraid of extremes than 
they are of sin.” Quoting Evan Hopkins, 
“The secret of victory is not eradication, 
not suppression, but counteraction.” 
“Any true working of the Spirit will 
produce deep heart-searchings and con- 
fessions of sin.” “I cannot but note how 
easy it is for men who have begun in 
the Spirit to end in the flesh.” 


Evangelism. By James A. Stewart. 
(Continental Press, Philadelphia. Order 
from Revival Literature, 224 Frazier 
Ave., Chattanooga, Tenn., $1.07.) Chris- 
tian, do you desire to become a real 
soul-winner? Have you realized that 
your salvation has made you debtor to 
all who do not know your Saviour? The 
reading of this little book should help 
you rightly to answer these questions. 
“These messages have been born during 
the throes of travail, and- at the anvil 
of experience.” The author comes from 
a background of thirty years in evange- 
lism on the home fronts, as well as in 
pioneer missionary work. At times he 
has written with a broken heart. Lis- 
ten to his confession of faith: “I do 
not knowingly have fellowship in the 
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Gospel with any man who denies any 
of the fundamentals of the faith—the 
verbal inspiration of the Scriptures; 
man’s guilty condition before a holy 
God; the necessity of regeneration; the 
miraculous Christ in His virgin birth, 
sinless life, vicarious atoning sacrifice, 
physical resurrection, His glorious ascen- 
sion and coming again; and the eternal 
damnation of the unsaved.” Then read 
how Christianity has drifted from the 
practice of New Testament Christians 
into “Hollywood Evangelism,” or “Pot- 
Pourri Evangelism” (one dictionary defi- 
nition of this is a “mixed pot with a bad 
odor”) “Defective Evangelism,” which 
does not lead all the way into a holy 
life. The positive side of the author’s 
message is, however, more valuable. He 
gives the need and rules for personal 
evangelism. His chapters on “New Tes- 
tament Evangelism” and “Dynamic 
Evangelism” are most helpful. You 
should be stirred by the reading of this 
book and want to spread its vital mes- 
sage so needed by the church today. 


Why I Accept the Genesis Record. By 
John Raymond Hand. (May be had from 
author, 112 W. Porter St., Oglesby, IIL. 
75 cents, paper.) Recently THe SuNDAY 
ScHoot TIMEs ran a series of articles 
under the title, “Am I Rational?” using 
the by-line, “The Hoosier Schoolmaster.” 
These articles are also available in an 
attractive paper-bound book under the 
title "shown at the head of this review, 
and with the author identified by name. 
Mr. Hand has done an excellent job 
of listing, and commenting upon, valid 
objections to the evolutionary hypothe- 
sis. There is no equivocation here. 
Thoroughly acquainted with the writings 
of scientists (so much so, that he is able 
to quote them as authorities against 
themselves), gifted with keen insight, 


blessed with a sense of humor, Mr. Hand . 


presents a series of twenty objections 
(he calls them barricades), to support 
the case against the evolutionist, and 
for the Genesis record. High school 
and college students should be required 
to read this treatise; teachers and pro- 
fessors, likewise, should be confronted 
with the facts to be found in these pages. 
There is no doubt abovt it that any hon- 
est, fair-minded person reading this 
material will be permanently convinced 
that “evolution begins with an hypothe- 
sis which is based upon a supposition 
which is drawn from an assumption 
which is founded upon a guess which 
is made about a hazy and totally un- 
substantiated dream.” By all means, get 
this book—preacher, teacher, parent, 
student—read it for yourself, and pass 
it on to others. 


The Sermon on the Mount. By Ernest 
Trice Thompson. (John Knox Press, 
Richmond 9, Va., $2.25.) The perennial 
fascination of the Sermon on the Mount 
is evidenced by the enormous literature 
that it has elicited, a literature that 
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keeps on growing steadily. This analysis 
by the Professor of Church History at 
Union Theological Seminary in Rich- 
mond, Va., is one of the best popular 
treatments in recent years. With helpful 
simplicity it divides this particular body 
of our Lord’s teaching into three main 
sections and discusses the personal, 
social, and universal significance of each 
section, bringing out lucidly the endur- 
ing values of this inspired blueprint 
for beatitude. The illustrations are un- 
hackneyed; the technical details are 
handled with a deft touch; the scholar- 
ship is competent but unobtrusive. There 
are portions of Mr. Thompson’s treat- 
ment of this pivotal Bible passage that 
are both edifying and enlightening, but 
on the one hand, he ignores dispensa- 
tionalism, and, on the other hand, he looks 
with evident favor upon Liberalism and 
ecumenicity. 


The Prophet Daniel. By Arno C. 
Gaebelein, D.D. (Kregel Publications, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.50.) In.these 
days of confusion a sane study of the 
Book of Daniel is much needed. Dr. 
Gaebelein has now been with the Lord 
for ten years. It is fitting that he should 
be remembered by this new edition of 
one of his best-loved books. In a very 
effective way he shows how the critics’ 
hammers have been broken to pieces 
on the Book of Daniel. This is one of 
the most valuable lessons of the volume. 
He goes through the book, chapter by 
chapter, outlining the teaching in a very 
clear manner. He holds the premillen- 
nial view and makes it difficult to see 
how any other viewscould be held. He 


tells us that he has written to encourage: 


Christians as they wait for the coming 
of Christ.e As the day draws nearer, he 
sees more need for the study of Daniel 
and Revelation. May God’s people, re- 
deemed by the blood, walk in closer 
fellowship as they study this help to an 
understanding of the Word. 


ve 
The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, January 29 


‘1. Our Citizenship Under Christ 
(Rom, 13:1-8; Luke 20:19-26) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HEN the Lord Jesus prayed His 

great intercessory prayer for His 
disciples, just before He was taken by 
the soldiers of the high priest on the 
night before His crucifixion, He said to 
His Father, “I pray not that thou should- 
est take them out of the world, but 
that thou shouldest keep them from the 
evil” (John 17:15). He recognized, that 
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although they were peculiarly His dis- 
ciples and, after His departure, would be 
subject primarily to His guidance and 
direction, nevertheless they would still 
be living in the world and subject to 
the laws of the world in which they 
lived, even though they were not, in 
a very real sense, a part of it. Theirs 
was to be a dual citizenship, and all those 
who were to believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ and become members of His body, 
the Church, were likewise to have cer- 
tain responsibilities to the particular 
political government under which they 
lived, and, at the same time, have a 
primary responsibility and allegiance 
to Christ. 

‘ ve 

This same dual citizenship is recog- 
nized in the second Scripture portion 
that is assigned for this week’s lesson, 
which tells of the trap that some of the 
enemies of the Lord Jesus sought to use 
to discredit Him either with the Roman 
Government or with the Jewish nation. 
He avoided their trap by pointing out 
that, as citizens under the Roman Gov- 
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ernment, it was right that they should 
pay taxes and that this did not conflict 
with their responsibility to God. 
we 

Difficulty arose in our Lord’s day, and 
arises today, when certain individuals 
or groups seek to ignore either one or 
the other of these responsibilities. To 
the true Christian, taxes levied by an 
earthly government have their place 
and should be paid. If they are unjust 
or excessive, a citizen has recourse to 
constitutional and lawful means to change 
the regulations and bring about a proper 
adjustment. In return for taxes paid 
citizens enjoy the protection of the army, 
navy, and air force of their country 


‘against invasion; they may call upon the 


local or state police for protection from 
unlawful acts by other persons; they 
may have the help of the fire department, 
and the benefit of the public schools. It 
is unreasonable to accept these protec- 
tive and beneficial measures and refuse 
to pay the taxes that support them, as 
some would like to do who claim that 
their citizenship is in Heaven (Phil. 
3:20). 
as + 

The first Scripture portion for this 
week's lesson reminds us that believers 
are to be subject to authority because 
authority and law and order have been 
ordained by God for the restraining of 
evil and for the benefit of those who 
live under such government. It may 
Seem, sometimes, as though rulers or 
those in places of authority in a gov- 
ernment in some cases are evil and 
therefore cannot be “ordained of God.” 
However, even corrupt authority is bet- 
ter than anarchy and lawlessness, and 
God sometimes permits evil men to oc- 
cupy positions of power and authority 
in order that there may be at least a 
measure of law and order. 

we 

Christians are therefore admonished to 
obey those in authority for the office’s 
sake if not the personal integrity of the 
holder. The only justification that a 
Christian has for refusing to obey duly 
constituted authority occurs when that 
authority directly interferes with obe- 
dience to God, as it did in the case of 
Peter and John. You will recall that 
when Peter and John were arrested for 
preaching in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
they were admonished by the Council 
in Jerusalem to speak “no more at all 
nor teach in the name of Jesus.” Peter 
and John answered, “Whether it be right 
in the sight of God to hearken unto you 
more than unto God, judge ye. For we 
cannot but speak the things which we 
have seen and heard” (Acts 4:19, 20), 

All too often, the attitude of the world 
toward the law and to those who en- 
force it is to try to dodge obedience 
just as far as they can without being 
caught. What a tragedy it is when pro- 
fessing Christians follow their example. 


(19) 39 


The Christian’s responsibility to. the 
government under which he lives does 
not end with mere obedience to the 
law and the acknowledgment of duly 
constituted authority. We are admon- 
ished also to honor, or respect, those in 
authority and to pray for them (1 Tim. 
2:1, 2). Do you do this regularly? Per- 
haps some of the failures of those in 
places of authority and government may 
be laid, at least in part, to the failure 
of some of us to remember them before 
the throne of grace, and to ask for God's 
strengthening of and guidance for those 
who make and execute our laws. 


PHILADELPHIA, 
we 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





. 
Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


January 23 to 29 
Mon.—Luke 15:1-7. The Ninety and Nine. 


Prayer Succestions: “Ninety and nine 
just persons, which need no repentance.” 
The Lord did not mean to say there 
were men who did not need to repent 
of sins, for there is not a man that sin- 
neth not. But the Pharisees believed 
they needed no repentance; to them the 
Lord was speaking. They believed they 
were righteous, and needed to know 
that one penitent is more pleasing to 
the Lord than many who imagine that 
they are pretty good in heart and life. 
Angels rejoice in Heaven over repentant 
sinners, more than over saints who give 
themselves a pat on the back for being 
religious. Pray for the Lord’s work in 
Cuba. - 


Tues.—Luke 15:11-24. 
The Forgiving Father. 
Prayer Suacestions: “When he was 
yet a great way off, his father saw him, 
and had compassion, and ran, and fell 
on his neck, and kissed him.” Our Lord 
uses this parable to.convey to men the 
wondrous compassion of the Heavenly 
Father. He uses the depth and degra- 
dation of the prodigal’s sins to remind 
us of our greater depth of depravity, 
requiring divine compassion for our re- 
demption. Mr. Moody uSed to urge peo- 


.ple to take the place of the publican, 


and not the Pharisee, before God. “God 
be merciful!” is our most suitable prayer. 
Pray for Puerto Rican believers. 


Wed.—John 8:2-11. 
Jesus Teaches Forgiveness. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “Neither do I 
condemn thee: go, and sin no more.” 
That woman found, as all penitents do, 
that Jesus is the best friend a sinner 
can ever know. “Guilty, vile and help- 
less, we”; yet in the spotless Lamb of 
God we see kindness and grace we none 
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deserve, and forgiveness that cannot be 
earned. How kind and tenderhearted 


Maniial RAILROAD MAN aS HIS we ought be, since we've been forgiven, 


dear Lord, by Thee. Pray for God’s 


LIFE’S SAVINGS INTO MOODY ANNUITIES! faithful witnesses and for His believing 







people in Spain, 






Thurs.—Zephaniah 3:14-20. 
God’s Joy in Redemption. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Lord thy 
God in the midst of thee is mighty; he 
will save, he will rejoice over thee with 
joy; he will rest in his love, he will joy 
over thee with singing.” In Psalm 22, 
Christ, in prophecy, says, “I will declare 
thy name unto my brethren: in the 
midst of the congregation will I praise 
thee” (v. 22). The accomplishment of 
our redemption will result in eternal 
praise (Rev. 1:5). Do you find yourself 
singing of your Redeemer and His won- 
drous love to you? Pray for the Lord’s 
people in Italy, and for Christian mis- 
sions there, 


Fri—Psalm 32:1-7. 
The Blessedness of Pardon. 
Prayer SvucGGESTIONS: “Blessed is he 
whose transgression is forgiven, whose 
Sin is covered.” Sins confessed and 
abandoned are sins forgiven. Whoever 
contemplates the atoning work of the 





“I just can’t praise the Lord \ 
enough that all of my life’s 
























































savings are invested in 
Moody Bible Institute 


Annuities! ”’ 





“RAILROADING 
iS A GREAT 
BUSINESS...” 





: ‘ J Son of God, and experiences the grace L 
says Mr. M, of Missouri, “but it doesn’t of God’s pardon, knows the meaning of 
begin to compare with the greatest the word, “blessed.” One drink of the 
business in the world—that of winning lost fountain of divine grace spoils a sinner, 
souls for Christ.” As a telegrapher and through that experience, for sin and sin- 
station agent, Mr. M. tapped out all kinds ning. Let all who have felt the sting 
of messages, but he says that none were - of sin rejoice in their Redeemer. Pray 
as important or urgent as the spreading of for God’s people in Portugal. 

P the GOSPEL message .. for which 
h h . s . ’ * 1 Sat.—Psalm 103:8-14. 
e has invested his life’s savings! The Merciful Father. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “As the heaven 
There Are Two Good Reasons for is high above the earth, so great is his 
° e . ene mercy toward them that fear him.” 
His Satisfaction with Moody Annuities... “A‘though the goodness of God and His 
1. Generous Income . . . He knows that he is assured of a generous, un- rich aon — we a: ~ pay 
changing income as long as he lives. His savings are secure, i ° eee ee . 





will be merciful to us for such sins as 
because they are backed by all the resources of Moody are the effects of ignorance... , yet 
Bible Institute. we have no such reason to expect the 
same mercy ‘toward us in sins which 


2. Peace of Mind... He knows that his savings are doing business for : : M2 ae 
we have no intention to avoid” (William 

















God now, and will continue to work through the Institute Law, in “A Serious Call to a Devout and 

and its many soul-winning ministries—long after he has Holy Life”). Let us not abuse divine 

‘\ gone to be with the Lord. mercy. Pray for God’s people in Peru. 

\ Sun.—Psalm 66:16-20. ‘ 
- dpb , MAIL COUPON TODAY Testimony of Divine Grace. 
r Sa earn men mene emenenanenan 7 PraYeR SuccesTions: “Come and 
_ \ WRITE: Carl J. Frizen, Department of Stewardship i hear, all ye that fear God, and I will aust 
i MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE SESS 5 declare what he hath done for my » ~- — 
1 820 N. LaSalle Street * Chicago 10, Illinois | - aol or it is of the Lord’s — ._o «6 
| ? . { at we guilty sinners are spared an wrod 
1 oo a oO a send me DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, the story of the Moody Annuity | delivered from eternal woes, let us - ° woe 
interesting > ‘ P . > - 
! DOUBLE DIVIDENDS, gives © Please send folder, You Can Take It With You, relating to I be swift to witness to His merciful as we 
| complete information, stewardship and wills. kindness to us. E, P. Hammond (Mr. »Waz 
including rate return, ’ : ’ > - 
| psepecee My cal yma Moody's children’s worker) wrote the e € 
| cancoming epesiel typen | O™* Age song: “I Feel Like Singing All the ~ 
1 of annuity agreements. Time.” It is a mark indicated by real = o 
! oe a a Address converts to Christ to sing of their >oO- 
iid | Redeemer (Col. 3:16). Pray for the +4 os 
state a -— * 
aL, EIR Ss OLE, ST NN TS ITS J people of Brazil. om 

e =z & 
og 





